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Endless  bureaucratic  delays  plague 
completion  of  Ninos  Unidos  Park 

Neighbors,  youth,  teachers  blast  City  for  a  decade  of  broken  promises 


By  Chris  Arellano 

Neighborhood  activists  at  a 
November  20  meeting  blasted 
City  officials  for  a  decade  of 
delays  and  broken  promises  that  have  held 
up  construction  of  a  park  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  23rd  and  Treat  Streets,  only  to  be 
given  yet  another  timetable  and  a  rosy 
forecast  about  the  park  possibly  opening 
in  the  spring  of  2003. 

The  latest  rounds  of  criticism  and 
optimistic  city  predictions  came  at  an 
“accountability  meeting”  sponsored  by 
People  Organizing  to  Demand 
Environmental  &  Economic  Rights 
(PODER),  a  group  that  has  led  the  lobby¬ 
ing  effort  for  the  half-acre  park  in  recent 
years.  Elizabeth  Goldstein,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department,  and  members  of  her  staff, 
also  attended  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  began  with  speakers  rip¬ 
ping  into  the  City’s  performance,  with 
speakers  at  times  accusing  them  of  lying 
and  ignoring  the  needs  of  Mission  District 
children  in  favor  of  more  affluent  city  dis¬ 
tricts. 

“We  feel  very  disempowered  (as  a 
result  of  the  delays)  and  that’s  very  disre¬ 
spectful  to  our  community,”  said  Erie 
Quezada,  who  has  lobbied  for  the  park  for 


years.  Quezada  added  that  controversial 
live-work  lofts  seem  to  have  no  problems 
being  constructed,  but  the  Treat  Street 
Park  has  been  mired  in  endless  delays. 

The  harsh  language  reflected  the  frus¬ 
tration  activists  have  felt  over  a  cause  they 
began  pushing  for  in  1991,  when  Joe 
Montana  quarterbacked  the  49ers,  Art 
Agnos  was  mayor  and  the  elder  George 
Bush  was  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  City  even  had  a  ribbon-cutting  cere¬ 
mony  at  the  site  in  1995.  At  the  time  of 
tire  ceremony,  the  City  didn’t  even  own 
the  parcel.  Later,  it  was  learned  that  the 
proposed  park’s  soil  was  contaminated, 
setting  off  a  drawn  out  fight  over  who  was 
responsible  for  the  toxic  cleanup. 

At  various  previous  meetings  with 
city  officials,  residents  have  been  told  that 
the  park  would  be  completed  by  1996, 
then  2000and  then  2001.  Last  year  Rec 
and  Park  set  the  opening  date  at  tire  end  of 
2002 

Still  an  eyesore 

Tire  planned  site  is  still  fenced  in  by 
barbed  wire,  dotted  with  weeds  and  bush¬ 
es  more  than  six  feet  high,  and  littered 
with  trash  just  as  it  has  been  for  the  last 
ten  years. 

One  woman  said  that  she  had  begun 
campaigning  for  the  park  when  her  son 

Continued  on  page  8 


by  Paula  Tejeda  Rieloff 

Oscar  Rocha  opened  Cafe  Fanari  on 
24th  and  York  back  in  1992.  A 
year  later,  Odette  Carmona 
became  his  partner.  Back  then  the  build¬ 
ing  belonged  to  the  York  Theatre;  now  it 
houses  Brava  for  Women  in  the  Arts. 
Odette  is  from  El  Salvador  and  Oscar  is 
from  Argentina.  They  are  among  the 
many  Mission  pioneers  to  walk  away 
from  their  dream  after  investing  many 
years  and  great  sums  of  money. 

“El  Fanari,”  as  it  was  known  in  the 
barrio,  was  a  traditional  Mission  small 


business  whose  focus  was  not  only  about 
making  money.  Fanari  was  about  art, 
causes,  idealism,  and  community.  Oscar’s 
decision  to  close  Fanari  was  a  personal 
one,  but  the  circumstances  that  led  him  to 
walk  away  after  years  of  struggling  point 
towards  his  relationship  with  his  landlord, 
the  nonprofit  organization  Brava  for 
Women  in  the  Arts. 

This  relationship  began  to  deteriorate 
dramatically  when  a  fire  (later  discovered 
to  be  arson)  broke  out  at  the  Brava  end  of 
the  building  on  February  6  arti  forced 
Rocha  to  close  Fanari  for  one  month, 
something  he  could  ill  afford.  Brava  had 

Continued  on  page  8 


Oscar  Rocha  standing  in  front  of  what  was  once  Cafe  Fanari.  Photo  Paula  Tejeda 

Fanari’s  Unhappy  Finale 

Popular  cafe  closed  by  nonprofit  funded  to  boost  local  economy 
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December  Holiday  Hoars 

Monday  December  24th:  9am 

■ 

Tuesday  December  25th:  CLOSED 
Monday  December  31st:  9am -6pm 
Tuesday  January  1st  2002:  CLOSED 


&  Variety 

Wednesday  December  19th 
7:00pm  -  1:30am 

at  the  Eagle  Tavern 
398  12th  Street 
San  Francisco 

Ralflel  Fabulous  Prizes!  Incredible  Talent! 

Spoken  Word!  Comedy!  Santa!  Guest  Dls! 


A  Worker-Owned 
Cooperative 


jRifa,  Premios  Fabulosos,  Increible  Talento,  Oratoria,  Comedia,  Santa  Claus,  DJs  invitados! 

The  Grim  Reamers,  Lapsus  Belly  Dance,  Bluegrass,  Starvation  Army.  Folk  This! 

&  much,  much  more! 

Rainbow  Grocery  Craft  Fair 

Feria  de  Artesania 

Saturday  December  8th 
Sunday  December  9th 
10am-5pm 

Buy  something 
extra  special  this  holiday! 


jCompra  algo  muy  especial  para  estas  fiestas! 


GROCERY 

1715  Folsom  Slier!  •  San  Francisco  •  Cl  91103  •  115.863.0620  •  www.rainbowgrocery.org 
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Modern  Times:  still  feisty  at  30 


by  Victor  Miller 

Last  month,  someone  decided 
Modern  Times'  window  display 
featuring  books  on  Islam,  Osama 
bin  Laden  and,  ironically,  prejudice  in 
America  should  be  hidden  Taliban-style 
from  view.  The  minor  league  hatemonger 
blackened  the  glass  in  front  of  the  offend¬ 
ing  volumes  with  spray  paint. 

Over  the  past  ten  years,  someone 
with  a  similar  m.o.  repeatedly  spray- 
painted  over  the  faces  of  Arabs  on  a 
Palestinian-themed  mural  a  few  blocks 
from  the  bookstore.  To  protect  it  from 
irreparable  damage,  the  mural  was  board¬ 
ed  over  this  summer.  After  9/1 1,  a  rash  of 
hate  crimes  occurred  in  the  City  and 
nationwide  against  Arabs  and  people  that 
just  looked  like  Arabs. 

Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano,  who  in 
October  set  aside  $15,000  as  a  reward 
fund  for  the  apprehension  hate  crime  per¬ 
petrators  (see  below),  was  one  of  the  first 
people  to  see  the  Modern  Times  window 
and  duly  reported  the  vandalism  to  the 
police. 

Rather  than  being  intimidated,  the 
staff  at  Modem  Times  demonstrated  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  pride  that  the  old  book¬ 
store,  celebrating  its  30th  birthday  this 
month,  is  still  edgy  enough  to  cause  a  stir 
and  has  not  lost  touch  with  its  radical 
roots.  The  spray-  paint  remained  on  the 
window  for  a  few  days  as  a  kind  of  badge 
of  honor.  “I  hope  nobody  thinks  we  did 
this  ourselves,”  joked  Francisco. 

This  is  the  survivor’s  spirit  that  is 
responsible  for  Modern  Times'  three 
decades  of  evolution,  from  its  origins  as  a 
print-media  component  of  the 
“Movement”  to  it  role  today  as  a  multi¬ 
faceted  community  bookstore  serving, 
and  serving  well,  the  City’s  most  diverse 
community. 

Begun  in  1971  as  one  of  many  left- 
wing  alternative  book  stores  -all  the  rest 
of  whom  have  long  since  crashed  and 
burned  -  Modem  Times  continues  to  be  a 
resource  for  all  autodidacts  interested  in 
educating  themselves  about  the  modem 
world  in  more  depth  and  breadth  than 
mainstream  media  provides.  But,  over  the 
years,  it  has  also  shed  some  the  narrow 
focus  that  doomed  its  brethren. 

Outside  of  stores  dealing  exclusively 
in  Spanish  language  publications,  ATT  was 
the  first  bookstore  in  the  city  to  feature  a 
broad  based  literature  and  non-fiction  sec¬ 
tion  in  Spanish.  Nonetheless,  if  you  want 
something  by  Chomsky  or  Zinn  or  even  a 
dusty  volume  by  Mao  Zedong,  you  can 
either  get  it  here  or  get  nothing  but  chuck¬ 
les  at  one  of  the  ubiquitous  McBook  chain 
outlets. 
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Sensitivity  to  community  needs  has 
paid  off  in  more  than  just  book  sales. 
A/Ts  move  to  the  Mission  in  1980  and  its 
expansion  to  its  current  location  in  1992 
were  both  made  possible  by  the  voluntary 
labor,  loans  and  contributions  of  apprecia¬ 
tive  customers.  Being  able  to  generate 
that  kind  of  support  when  needed  is  what 
distinguishes  a  community  business  from 
a  business  that  is  just  located  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

MT  has  carried  on  the  tradition  of  the 
teach-in  through  its  ongoing  series  of 
talks  by  contemporary  authors,  book 
groups  (such  as  one  currently  underway 
that  is  focused  on  the  war  in  the  Middle 
East)  and  lecture  series’  on  the  World 
Wide  Web  (1992)  and  Globalization 
(2000).  While  alternative  books  stores  are 
all  but  gone,  the  independent  publishing 
movement  is  alive  and  thriving  (at  least  at 
MT,  where  nearly  25%  of  the  best-selling 
titles  in  2000  came  from  small  presses). 
The  store  promotes  one  independent  pub¬ 
lisher  each  month  with  window  and  table 
displays,  book  parties  and  special  events. 

Lastly,  there  are  a  few  dozen  of  us 
who  could  never  claim  the  bragging  rights 
for  finishing  James  Joyce’s  Ulysses  were 
it  not  for  the  very  enjoyable  reading 
groups  initiated  by  bookstore  co-owner 


Michael  Rosenthal. 

On  December  6,  Modern  Times  cele¬ 
brates  three  decades  of  unwavering  “com¬ 
mitment  to  the  belief  that  book  selling  cari 
help  change  the  world  for  the  better.” 
There  will  be  food,  drink  and  entertain¬ 
ment  beginning  at  7  pm.  Los  Cybnds  will 


perform  Techno  Santeria:  A  Sacred 
Ceremony  of  the  High  Sweat  Tech  Global 
Economy,  and  author  Christian  Parenti 
will  be  on  hand,  as  will  the  spoken-word 
trio  Los  Delicados.  Long-time  friends  of 
the  store  will  also  take  time  to  honor  MT's 
founder,  the  late  Ted  Matthews. 


Spray  paint  censorship  of  Modern  Times  window  display 

$15,000  REWARD 

Up  to  $15,000  is  available  for  information  leading  to  the 
arrest  and  conviction  of  hate  crime  perpetrators. 

For  more  information  contact  Fred  Gardiner  of  the 
District  Attorney’s  Office  at  553-1596 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

Seism*.  fwny.  Mmtkemm*.  Bed  Pepper  Ommm 

2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 


3.  FISHERMAN  S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

SSrimf,  CUm.  G*rU 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Chicken.  kfmkmem*.  5m  Dried  Temsteet.  Omiemi 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

O—m.  fmi  OSm  J-ly+m 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  (ALL  MEAT) 

Htm.  B*f.  Akm.  lay  (■(« 1 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Arttebtkr  Mm  Frmb  7 CMt  y 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 


FAST 

CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11AM  TIL  SAM 


9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

Am  Om.  JWi  Otm  Arm  AmW 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

/trarMr  Mmkl  MOW  nmm  Mr.  Am  Obn 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

1  TOPPING 

2  TOPPINGS 

3  TOPPINGS 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  *  Pepperonl  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Bed 
Ol  ives-  Garlic  •  Zucchini  •  Fresh  Spinach  •  Fresh  Tomato  »Omon  •  Waco 
Baby  Clams-CKicken-  Anchovies  ‘Shrimp  •  Feta  Cheese -Bell  Peppers 
Mushroom  .Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers  -Jalapefto.  Pineapple -Artichoke 


SMALL 

MEDIUM 

LAME 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

12 JO 

15  JO 

19J5 

11J5 

13.65 

15-85 

11.75 

15.75 

17J5 

13.45 

16.75 

18.65 

13-50 

16.85 

19.95 

10.85 

13.45 

17.10 

9.95 

12.90 

14.10 

12.10- 

.14.75 

1/.10 

11.85 

13.85 

15.15 

7.95 

9.95 

12:05 

8.75 

11.15 

13J5 

9.85 

12J5 

14.80 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

Ham- 

Canadian  Bacon 

PASTA 


ENTREES 


2  MEDIUM  ;  j  CHICKEN  RISOTTOj 

PIZZAS  .  !  DICED  CHICKEN  WITH  | 

1  TOPPINf  ctri]  |  |  NWHIOOW,  CARROTS,  i 
1  lUrrlNfe  tALH  I  J  ONION  AND  HERBS  IN  MCE } 


15 


95  ii 


$6 


95  i 


ii  v  i 

OHJVERY  on  PICK-UP  ONLY  •  •  DELIVERY  OR  PICK-UP  ONLY  * 


535  Valencia  431-8880 

@  16th  Street  Fax:  431-9018 
Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


APPETIZERS 

SALADS 

RISOTTO 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 

CHEESE  RAVIOU 
RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE 
ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCONI  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUTT1  DIMARE 
CHICKEN  PETTUCCINI 
LASAGNA  BOLOGNESE 
VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 
UNGUIN1  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TOKIELUNI  FLORENTINI 

RED  SNAPPER 
GRILLED  SALMON 
PRAWNS  SAUTt 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARM1G1ANA 
CHICKEN  PICATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOBPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CALAMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 


CHICKEN  RISOtTO 
t>md<tm UMtabm 


■  WUii 


eeea,  « 

RlSpTTO  Dl  FRESCO 

fmt  mpmUam  *  jyMiwi  m  mi  tin 

RISOTTO  DECARNE 

4ea  mm &ktr*imriet. 


SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 


7.75 

8-65 

8.95 

745 

8.75 
8.75 

1045 

V85 

8.95 

8.75 

9.95 
8*5 
9.65 

9.65 

10J5 

1125 

9.85 

9.75 

9.95 

10.95 

8.25 

10.95 

12.50 
11.95- 

4.50 

4.85 

6.25 

2.25 

5.95 

3.75 

6.75 
..6-25 

8.20 

7.50 

8.20 

8.85 
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How  the  Mission 
voted  November  6* 


The  Mission  vote  in  the  November 
election  demonstrated  the  progres¬ 
sive  voting  patterns  that  have  been 
typical  of  other  contests  in  the  last  few 
years.  Environmental  and  governmental 
reform  issues  won  by  large  margins. 

The  two  public  power  initiatives. 
Propositions  F  and  I,  won  handily  here, 
while  losing  by  razor-thin  margins  city¬ 
wide.  In  a  lackluster  election  in  which 
public  power  was  the  only  real  draw; 
Mission  voters  nevertheless  gave 
Proposition  I,  the  more  far-  reaching  of 
the  tw  o  initiatives,  the  second-low  est  vote 
total. 

This  is  another  indication  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  power  campaign’s  failure  to  mobilize 
sufficient  support  among  low  -income  and 
minority  voters,  the  very'  people  who 
would  benefit  most  from  the  lower  rates 
promised  by  publicly  owned  utilities. 
(See  Randy  Shaw’s  analysis  of  the  public 
power  campaign  on  page  5.)  Indeed,  the 
dismal  turnout  29.1 7%  in  the  Mission  and 
29.56%  city  wide  indicates  utilities 
municipalization  has  yet  to  fire  the  imag¬ 
ination  of  the  general  public. 


S.F.  MUNICIPAL  ELECTION  RESULTS  Nov  6,  2001  |  MISSION  DISTRICT 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

VOTERS  CURRENTLY  REGISTERED 

29,802 

452,543 

BALLOTS  CAST  THIS  ELECTION 

8,692 

133,755 

VOTER  TURNOUT 

29.17% 

29.56% 

OFFICE 

CANDIDATE 

NUMBER 
of  VOTES 

%  of 

VOTES 

NUMBER 
of  VOTES 

%  of 

VOTES 

CITY  ATTORNEY 

Neil  Eisenberq 

1,951 

24.50 

17,827 

14.56 

Steve  Williams 

2,094 

26.30 

22,414 

18.31 

Jim  Lazarus 

1,665 

20.91 

49,196 

40.19 

Dennis  Herrera 

2,229 

27.99 

32,742 

26.75 

TREASURER 

Charles  Petroni 

1,332 

17.67 

14,911 

13.00 

Susan  Leal 

6f173 

81.90 

99,408 

86.67 

MUNICIPAL  UTILITY 
DISTRICT  DIRECTOR, 
WARD  4 

Robin  David 

1,730 

25.15 

16,116 

18.86 

Crystal  Chamness 

1,345 

19.45 

25,769 

30.16 

Medea  Susan  Benjamin 

2,366 

34.22 

23,962 

28.05 

Linda  Perez 

1,024 

14.81 

10,233 

11.98 

Jim  Reid 

411 

5.94 

8,915 

10.44 

PROPOSITION 

DESCRIPTION 

NUMBER 
of  VOTE 

%  of 

VOTE 

NUMBER 
of  VOTES 

%  of 

VOTES 

BOND  MEASURE  A 

Community  College  District 
General  Bonds 

YES6,962 

84.02 

91,455 

72.13 

NO  1,324 

15.98 

35,341 

27.87 

BOND  MEASURE  B 

Solar  Energy  Revenue  Bond 

YES  7,350 

87.44 

92,625 

72.58 

NO  1,056 

12.56 

34,995 

27.42 

CHARTER  AMENDMENT  C 

Elective  Office  Vacancies 

YES  6,617 

82.15 

92,361 

75.10 

NO  1,438 

17.85 

30,620 

24.90 

CHARTER  AMENDMENT  D 

Voter  Approval  Required 
For  Bay  Fill 

YES  6,916 

83.71 

93,899 

74.45 

NO  1,346 

16.29 

32,225 

25.55 

CHARTER  AMENDMENT  E 

Election  Ethics  Outside  Counsel 

YES  6,052 

75.93 

76,033 

62.69 

NO  1,919 

24.07 

45,247 

37.31 

CHARTER  AMENDMENT  F 

Municipal  H20  &  Power  Agency 

YES  6,258 

74.15 

64,272 

49.79 

NO  2-182 

25.85 

64,805 

50.21 

CHARTER  AMENDMENT  G 

Redrawing  Supervisorial 
District  Lines 

YES  5,708 

71.55 

67,777 

55.95 

NO  2,270 

28.45 

53,359 

44.05 

CHARTER  AMENDMENT  H 

Solar  Power  &  Energy 
Conservation 

YES  6,172 

74.01 

68,247 

53.89 

NO  2,167 

25.99 

58,397 

46.11 

M.U.D.  MEASURE  I 

Proposed  Municipal 
Utility  District  (MUD) 

YES  5,845 

71.58 

60,107 

48.25 

NO  2,321 

28.42 

64,468 

51.75 

One  quirk  in  the  wray  Municipal 
Utility  District  (MUD)  directors  are  elect¬ 
ed  illustrates  some  the  problems  inherent 
in  the  MUD  system.  Each  director  repre¬ 
sents  a  particular  part  of  the  city  ,  called  a 
ward  just  as  district  superv  isors  represent 
a  particular  district.  But  citywide  voters 
select  not  just  the  director  of  their  own 
ward  but  also  the  directors  of  the  other 
four  as  w  ell.  As  a  result,  Medea  Benjamin 
w  on  the  vote  in  Ward  4  but  lost  the  elec¬ 
tion  to  Crystal  Chamness  because 
Chamness  (regarded  by  some  as  the 
stealth  PG&E  candidate)  got  more  votes 
in  other  wards.  This  is  a  stupid  arrange¬ 
ment. 

Despite  20  years  of  delays  in  building 
a  new  Mission  campus  for  City  College, 
Mission  voters  generously  allocated  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  more  to  this  purpose, 
approving  Proposition  A  by  a  whopping 
84. 1%.  Although  this  show  s  solid  support 
for  the  Mission  Campus,  the  project  is 
now  embroiled  in  a  controversy  generated 
by  historical  preservationists  opposed  to 
plans  to  demolish  the  New  Mission 
Theater  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  facil¬ 
ity. 

The  City  Attorney’s  race  saw  only  a 
few  percentage  points  separating  candi¬ 
dates  Herrera,  Williams  and  Eisenberg. 
Herrera  got  the  edge  in  the  ‘hood,  most 
likely  by  virtue  of  a  Latino  surname,  in  a 
race  that  bored  the  hell  out  of  everyone 
but  the  candidates,  their  families  and  the 
City’s  resident  political  junkies.  In  a 
reversal  of  the  city  wide  trend  Jim  Lazarus 
polled  fourth  with  the  Mission’s  progres¬ 
sive  electorate,  who  perceived  him  as  the 
insider/downtown  candidate  (an  accurate 
assessment  -so  vote  for  Herrera  in  the 
runoff!) 

In  the  race  for  Treasurer  Carlos 
Petroni,  to  no  one’s  surprise,  lost  by  a 
landslide  but  you  just  know  he’ll  be  back. 


*Figures  subject  to  change  if  more  ballot 
boxes  are  found  in  the  Bay  or  other 
embarrassing  irregularities  come  to  light. 


Since  1973 


SYNERGY 
SCHOOL'’ 


Grades  K-3 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 


4 1  5-567-6 1  77 

www.synergy.pvt.k1 2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus. 

A 

Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 


It's  after  1 1:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
a  French  Kiss? 
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Why  public  power  lost  and  how  it 
can  prevail  in  November 


Some  obvious  factors  led  voters  to 
reject  public  power:  PG&E’s 
$1,000,000  opposition  campaign, 
low  voter  turnout,  and  unexplained  vote 
counting  irregularities.  But  Propositions  F 
and  I  lost  primarily  because  backers  failed 
to  mount  the  type  of  broad-based  grass¬ 
roots  campaign  which  is  necessary  for 
progressive  ballot  measures  to  wire  Three 
key  factors  will  determine  whether  voters 
approve  public  power  in  November  2002. 

1.  The  Public  Power  Campaign  Must 
Surmount  the  Proposal’s  Inherent 
Complexity. 

To  overcome  big-money  opposition, 
local  and  state  grassroots  initiatives  must 
be  kept  simple.  The  simpler  the  ballot 
measure,  the  harder  it  is  for  opponents  to 
distort  and  confuse  swing  voters.  While 
an  easily  understood  ballot  measure  does 
not  guarantee  victory,  a  complicated  ini¬ 
tiative  can  ensure  defeat 

Since  the  public  power  process  is 
inherently  complex,  its  sponsors  needed 
to  pre-empt  the  predictable  PG&E  effort 
to  confuse  voters.  The  best  strategy  for 
doing  this  was  not  to  rely  on  long 
“explanatory”  stories  in  the  Bay 
Guardian.  For  all  of  the  paper’s  good 
intentions,  even  the  most  hard-core  public 
power  supporters  quickly  grew  tired  of 
the  week-after-week  Guardian  stories  on 
the  venality  of  PG&E  and  the  goodness  of 
public  power. 

The  undecided  voters  most  suscepti¬ 
ble  to  PG&E’s  dis-information  campaign- 
probably  ignored  the  Guardian's  cover¬ 
age;  those  who  read  its  stories  may  well- 
have  concluded  that  the  process  of  con¬ 
verting  to  public  power,  especially 
through  the  MUD,  really  w  as  too  compli¬ 
cated. 

The  simple  pro-public  power  mes¬ 
sage  should  have  come  from  the  candi¬ 
dates  campaigning  for  the  MUD  board. 
But  rather  than  select  candidates  who 
could  sell  the  MUD  to  key  constituencies, 
most  of  those  running  lacked  campaign 
funds,  had  little  or  no  political  base,  and 
had  low  name  recognitioa 

Medea  Benjamin,  the  MUD  candi¬ 
date  with  the  broadest  base  and  name 
recognition,  was  not  endorsed  by  the 
Guardian.  Benjamin’s  success  at  generat¬ 
ing  media  attention  to  public  power  was 
actually  viewed  negatively  by  many  in  the 
progressive  community,  who  saw  her  as  a 
latecomer  to  the  issue. 

Most  prominent  progressives  instead 
supported  little-known  labor  activist 
Robin  David,  who  had  a  stellar  record  of 


public  power  support. 
Unfortunately, David’s  candidacy  had  lit¬ 
tle  public  visibility  and  did  little  to  boost 
activism  for  public  power  even  among 
organized  labor. 

None  of  the  other  Guardian  MUD 
endorsees-Garrett  Jenkins,  Joel  Ventresca, 
Ron  Dicks,  and  Joe  Alioto  Veronese 
(Angela  Alioto’s  son)-had  the  public  cred¬ 
ibility  or  financial  backing  needed  to  sell 
public  power  to  confused  and  anxious 
swing  voters.  Dicks’  candidacy  probably 
increased  Green  Party  activism  in  the 
MUD  effort,  and  he  and  Jenkins  brought 
critically  needed  racial  diversity  to  the 
campaign.  But  perennial  candidate 
Ventresca  added  nothing  to  the  public 
power  campaign,  which  needed  the  candi¬ 
dacy  of  former  Board  of  Supervisors 
President  Angela  rather  than  her  political¬ 
ly  unknown  and  invisible  son. 

What  does  it  say  about  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  public  power  effort  when  it 
ranone  candidate  who  had  repeatedly  suf¬ 
fered  landslide  defeats  and  another  whose 
only  qualification  was  a  prominent  moth¬ 
er? 

Rather  than  inspire  confidence  in 
public  power,  the  Guardian  pro-MUD 
slate  looked  like  the  product  of  a  back¬ 
room  political  deal.  The  slate  could  have- 
featured  a  prominent  religious  leader,  a 
well-  known  progressive  businessperson, 
a  former  elected  official  with  credibility, 
and/or  a  grassroots  Latino  leader.  These 
are  the  type  of  leaders  who  could  have 
successfully  rebuffed  PG&E's  lies. 

MUD  advocates  also  seemed  to  have 
foigotten  that  Asians  make  up  a  large  vot¬ 
ing  bloc  in  the  city.  There  was  no  Asian 
on  the  Guardian' s  slate.  Public  power 
advocates  should  have  strongly  backed 
the  young  Asian  progressive,  Phil  Ting, 
rather  than  Ventresca;  this  would  have 
built  support  among  Asian  voters  and 
made  the  MUD  board  more  representa¬ 
tive. 

2.  The  Campaign  Must  Transcend  the 
Perception  of  Public  Power  as  a  White, 
Middle-Class  Homeowner  Issue. 

The  lack  of  credible,  diverse  candi¬ 
dates  on  the  MUD  slate  was  joined  by 


alarger  failure  to  galvanize  support  among 
low-income  and  working-class  voters 
For  people  focused  on  the  day  to  day 
struggles  of  paying  for  food,  rent  and 
health  care,  or  whose  job  has  been  lost  or 
is  at  risk,  public  power  is  a  boutique  issue. 
When  F  and  I  qualified  for  the  ballot  it 
was  assumed  that  rising  energy  bills 
would  bring  low-income  voters  to  the 
polls  en  masse  By  Election  Day,  howev¬ 
er,  the  energy  crisis  was  largely  forgotten 
and  rate  hikes  for  the  poor  were  less  than 
projected.  Such  conditions  will  likely 
also  exist  next  November  How  then  can 
the  next  public  power  campaign  win  the 
strong  support  of  low-income  voters? 

The  answer  lies  in  targeted  outreach 
efforts  in  low-income  communities,  par¬ 
ticularly  Bayview-Hunters  Point,  which 
should  have  voted  overwhelmingly  for 
public  power  but  instead  saw  few  voters 
go  to  the  polls.  Public  power  advocates 
must  enlist  tenants  and  low-income  home- 
owners  as  active  participants  in  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

This  can  be  done  by  portraying  PG& 
E  as  an  ongoing  threat  to  children’s  health 
and  by  highlighting  the  obscene  profits 
the  utility  has  reaped  at  the  expense  of  the 
poor.  These  arguments  were  made  in  the 
recent  election  but  either  went  unheard  or 
were  drow  ned  out  by  opposition  ads;  they 
lacked  impact  due  to  the  lack  of  actual, 
person-to-person  campaigns  in  low- 
income  communities. 

3.  Labor  Must  Actively  Support  Public 
Power 

The  most  significant  development  in 
the  recent  public  power  campaign  was  the 
public  backing  F  and  I  received  from 
organized  labor  Historically,  1BEW 
1245,  the  union  representing  PG&E 


workers,  prevented  labor  from  advocating 
public  power.  Many  saw  labor’s  shift  to  a 
pro-public  power  stance  as  ensuring  an 
electoral  victory,  a  sentiment  enhanced 
when  labor  activists  David  and  Dicks 
were  included  on  the  Guardian  slate. 

But  labor  did  not  produce  anywhere 
near  the  number  of  volunteers  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  power  campaign  that  has  become  cus¬ 
tomary  in  its  “Labor  to  Neighbor”  effort 

Labor’s  weaker-than -expected  show¬ 
ing  was  reflected  in  the  extremely  low 
voter  turnouts  in  the  Excelsior  and 
Bayview  Districts  and  in  the  third-place 
showing  for  Robin  David  in  a  race  he  was 
expected  to  win.  While  some  in  labor  dis¬ 
pute  charges  that  they  failed  to  deliver, 
nobody  should  blame  them  for  public 
power’s  defeat  Like  many  other  working 
people,  members  of  labor  unions  were 
simply  not  galvanized  into  action  by  the 
prospect  of  public  power. 

Labor’s  get-out-the-vote  operation 
will  be  in  full  force  next  November,  so 
support  for  public  power  may  grow  even 
if  nothing  else  changes  about  the  cam¬ 
paign  But  the  public  power  campaign 
gives  labor  a  tremendous  opportunity  to 
win  non-traditional  allies,  particularly 
environmentalists. 

A  campaign  that  focuses  on  public 
power  as  a  means  of  solving  problems  for 
working  people  will  make  it  easier  for 
unions  to  energize  their  base  on  this  issue 

Much  was  learned  from  the  narrow 
defeats  of  F  and  I,  and  these  lessons 
should  mean  a  public  power  victory  next 
November. 

Randy  Shaw  s  analysis  of  state  and  local 
grassroots  initiatives  appears  in  his  book. 
The  Activists  Handbook. 


niman  ranch  beef  burgers,  rocky’  free  range  chicken, 
hot  dogs,  freshly  cut  french  fries  and  milkshakes 


now  at  two  locations/ 


807  Valencia  at  19th 
open  11  to  11  everyday 
824-8494 


international  terminal 
sf  airport 
open  7am  to  midnight  everyday 


l*MU 


lUMI  1,1 


Lowest  prices  in  town  f or  Internet  Access’- 

Many  computers  available! 


Ja'ValgMGia 


cafe 


Open  7 om  to  9pm,  7  doys  o  week,  365  doys  o  yeor! 

920  Valencia  @2otb«  S24- 4371  cuZTblndloZei 
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Cheesesteaks 


Featuring 

Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
SS.50  -  includes  Fries 

Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 
Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
I  lam  -  I Opm 
7  days  a  week 
3285  21st  street  (©Valencia) 

TTiTf 


Call  Ahead... 

...and  your  order  will  be  ready! 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


CHRISTMAS  PARTY 
CELEBRATION 
CHRISTMAS  EVE 

MONDAY 
DECEMBER  24th 
SPECIAL  SHOW 

NEW  YEARS  EVE  PARTY 


MONDAY  DECEMBER  31_ 
STARTS  AT  9PM 


AFTERHOURS 
UNTIL  4PM 
PARTY  FAVORS 
COMPLIMENTARY 
CHAMPAGNE 
SPECIAL  SHOW 
SPECIAL  GUEST  DJ'S 
4HOUSE  DJ'S 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


Democracy  on  the  rocks 


Ralph  Nader  makes  the  distinction 
between  the  temporary  and  the 
permanent  government.  The  tem¬ 
porary  government  is  made  up  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  we  vote  in  or  out  of  office  every  few 
years.  Our  power  to  correct  the  behavior 
of  our  temporary  leaders  is  exercised  at 
the  polls.  Monied  interests  have  had 
undue  influence  in  the  process,  making  it 
a  sy  stem  tilted  heavily  toward  the  rich  and 
the  powerful,  but  it  has  always  been  taken 
for  granted  that  the  popular  will  could 
from  time  to  time  prevail,  and  that  offend¬ 
ing  ballot  boxes  were  not  simply  tossed  in 
the  Bay. 

The  permanent  government,  to  use 
Nader’s  term,  consists  of  the  vast  bureau¬ 
cracies  at  the  local,  state,  and  national 
level  whose  faceless  armies  of  lifetime 
members  constantly  impact  our  daily 
lives.  They  are  the  ones  who  do  or  do  not 
keep  tabs  on  nuclear  waste,  arrest  crimi¬ 
nals,  enforce  housing  codes,  issue  parking 
tickets  or  clean  our  streets.  Our  power 
over  them  is  greatly  limited,  and  resent¬ 
ment  toward  them  ever-smoldering.  No 
one  seeking  a  position  in  the  temporary 
government  has  ever  failed  td  promise  to 
deliver  us  from  the  insouciance  of  this 
necessary  evil,  usually  expressed  in  the 
form  of  a  vague  and  eternally  unkept 
pledge  “to  return  government  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.” 

More  successful  efforts  at  dealing 
with  our  permanent  government,  at  least 
on  a  local  level,  have  been  the  result  of 
community  organizations  -  established 
ones  as  well  as  ad  hoc  formations  of  those 

mutually  pissed  off  in  a  common  cause  - 
putting  the  feet  of  our  public  servants  in 
the  fire  from  time  to  time.  Though  there 
may  be  no  legal  way  of  compelling  a  pub¬ 
lic  servant  to  respond  to  the  wishes  of  an 
angry  citizenry,  the  power  of  the  latter  to 
make  the  life  of  the  former  a  living  hell  is 
well  established.  Activism  of  this  kind 
constitutes  a  vital  part  of  the  political  life 
of  our  country  especially  at  the  local 
level. 

In  this  process,  bureaucrats  hold  the 
unfair  advantage  of  being  paid  partici¬ 
pants  in  daily  control  of  the  machinery  of 
power.  Community  groups  are  always 
outsiders  who,  to  be  effective,  are  forced 
take  time  off  their  jobs  to  attend  the  end¬ 
less  daytime  hearings  the  permanent  gov¬ 
ernment  has  set  up  to  press  their  advan¬ 
tage.  Nonetheless,  just  as  with  the  tempo¬ 
rary  government,  the  implicit  assumption 
has  always  been  that  the  system  is  vulner¬ 
able  to  skillful  persistent  attack,  and  that 
if  we  will  not  be  moved,  they  eventually 
will. 

Last  month,  two  things  happened— 
one  widely  publicized,  one  unpubli¬ 
cized—  that  indicate  the  inability  of  the 
average  citizen  to  influence  either  the  per¬ 
manent  or  temporary  powers-that-be. 
California  Secretary  of  State  Bill  Jones 
issued  a  scathing  report  on  discrepancies 
and  irregularities  in  San  Franciscoco’s 
November  2000  electioa  Some  of  the  21 
precincts  surveyed  in  Jones’  investigation 
turned  out  to  have  fewer  ballots  than  they 
should,  while  others  had  too  many. 

In  the  case  of  one  North  Beach 
precinct  (where  158  votes  disappeared), 
the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Elections  offered  the  explanation  that  one 
of  the  ballot  boxes  was  missing  when  the 
Secretary  of  State  came  calling!  This 
seems  more  along  the  lines  of  a  confes¬ 
sion  than  an  explanation.  Overall,  the 
City’s  count  and  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
vary  by  8.8%  so  far.  If  this  level  of  dis¬ 
crepancy  continues  during  the  recanvass 
of  all  647  precincts  now  underway,  it  will, 
in  Jones’  words,  “affect  the  results  of  sev¬ 
eral  contests,”  most  notably  the  narrow 
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defeat  of  a  slow-growth  measure  champi¬ 
oned  by  progressives  and  the  razor-thin 
victory  of  Supervisor  Tony  Hall.  The 
recanvass  may  or  may  not  trigger  a 
recount. 

In  San  Francisco’s  November  2001 
election,  ballots  were  moved  around  to 
different  locations  allegedly  because  of 
concern  that  an  anthrax  attack  (or  even 
the  threat  of  one)  could  cause  evacuation 
of  City  Hall  and  disrupt  the  vote 
count.... and  again  an  important  progres¬ 
sive  cause,  public  power,  lost  by  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  votes.  Questions  of  chain  of  custody 
and  security  were  immediately  raised,  but 
the  Secretary  of  State  announced  he  found 
no  irregularities. 

Less  than  a  week  later,  the  lids  of 
several  ballot  boxes  from  the  election 
were  found  floating  in  the  Bay.  Now,  both 
candidates  for  City  Attorney  and 
Supervisor  Aaron  Peskin  are  calling  for 
an  investigation. 

Whether  the  final  explanation  is 
fraud  or  incompetence,  the  net  result  will 
be  apathy.  Many  people  don’t  vote 
because  they  think  their  vote  doesn’t 
count.  They  will  now  be  joined  by  those 
who  believe  their  vote  won’t  even  be 
counted. 

A  less  dramatic  but  equally  telling 

setback  for  democracy  occurred  at  the 
community  level  when  the  Department  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  once  again  pushed 
back  the  date  for  completion  of  a  park  at 
23rd  and  Treat.  As  reported  on  a  page  one 
of  this  issue,  a  community  meeting  with 
Director  Elizabeth  Goldstein  resulted,  as 
it  has  for  the  last  ten  years,  in  the  City’s 
presentation  of  a  chart  with  a  timeline 
stretching  ever  further  into  the  future. 
While  elementary  school  kids  demanded 
that  the  City  stop  lying  to  them.  Goldstein 
simply  flashed  a  patronizing  smile  and 
made  the  appropriate  I-share-your-pain 
noises.  Both  the  ignorance  and  arrogance 
of  the  permanent  government  are  trans¬ 
parently  obvious  in  the  epic  bungling  that 
has  characterized  this  project 

The  obvious  lesson  the  young  people 
are  learning  is  that  neighborhoods  where 
people  of  color  are  a  majority  get  shafted. 
Bureaucrats  absorbed  in  their  own  narrow 
priorities  and  procedures  never  seem  to 
get  this.  Goldstein  seemed  to  think  getting 
the  City  to  officially  adopt  the  name  pro¬ 
posed  by  local  youth,  Parque  Ninos 
Unidos,  was  somehow  making  progress. 
Having  that  name  on  an  actual  park  would 
be  great;  having  it  posted  on  a  polluted 
wasteland  for  the  next  two  years  would  be 
an  insult.  Perhaps  if  the  sign  read 
“Goldstein  Memorial  Toxic  Waste  Area” 
the  park  would  be  built  a  lot  quicker. 

Despite  all  the  setbacks,  there  were 
people  at  the  meeting  who  have  been 
around  since  the  park  was  first  proposed, 
still  pursuing  their  goal  with  the  same 
angry  determination  and  now  being 
joined  by  a  generation  of  young  people 
new  to  the  fight.  In  a  month  that  saw  seri¬ 
ous  erosion  of  our  ability  to  direct  the 
course  of  either  our  permanent  or  tempo¬ 
rary  governments,  here  at  least  was  a  pos¬ 
itive  sign. 
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Alms  lor  tlxe  poor 
and  komeless,  Mr  Browii^ 


Humbug!  Aren  t  tkere  enough  prisons? 

Are  tkey  pari  of  tke  estakllskinent  tkat  supports  me? 
Haven  1 1  tried  to  decrease  tke  surplus  population? 


At  Lome,  Willie  la  visited  by  Amos  Brown, 
wko  politically  died  years  ago,  dragging  a 
chain  o(  cask  eiec.ti (m  Ixam,  keys,  ledgers. 

In  life  Iwas  your  partner... 


I  can  t  rekire  a  dead 
man,  kut  yet  a£ain, 

I  could  use  your  vote. 
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Fanari 


Continued  from  page  1 


agreed  to  remunerate  Fanari  for  the  losses, 
but  a  dispute  over  the  amount  set  the 
wheels  in  motion  for  the  eventual  evic¬ 
tion.  Rocha  claims  he  lost  S8.000,  of 
which  Brava  reimbursed  him  $1,000.  His 
employees  were  left  in  dire  straits.  In  one 
case,  a  severely  ill  mother  of  three 
teenagers  was  literally  left  without  food  to  eat 


Tamara  Foster,  Managing  Director  of 
Brava,  would  not  comment  on  the  fire  or 
the  criteria  used  by  Brava  to  determine 
Rocha’s  loss.  Ellen  Gavin,  Brava’s  execu¬ 
tive  director,  w  as  in  Cuba  researching  art 
projects  on  the  day  of  the  eviction.  This  is 
unfortunate,  since  Rocha’s  main  griev¬ 
ance  is  the  way  he  w  as  treated  by  Brava’s 
executive  director.  “  Ellen,”  says  Rocha, 
“. . .  accused  me  as  a  prime  suspect  in  front 
of  customers.  It  seems  to  me  that  she  w  as 
trying  to  build  a  case  against  us  to  dimin¬ 
ish  our  presence  in  the  community.  She 
probably  also  w  anted  to  avoid  her  mone¬ 
tary'  responsibility  tow  ards  us.” 


Hector  Chinchilla,  Brava's  eviction 
lawyer  and  a  member  of  San  Francisco’s 
Planning  Commission,  would  only  say 
that  Oscar  had  been  evicted  for  non-pay  ¬ 
ment  of  rent. 


Tilings  started  out  well 

Things  weren’t  always  like  this  between 
the  small  business  and  non-profit.  Shortly 
after  Brava  moved  into  the  building, 
Oscar  spoke  excitedly  about  his  plans  to 
renovate  the  Cafe  and  spoke  very  highly 
of  Brava  Fanari  and  Brava  even  collabo¬ 
rated  on  a  few  projects.  The  Cafe  stayed 
opened  for  Brava's  Rap  &  Poetry'  For 
Youth  program. 

Looking  back,  Rocha  comments,  “When 
Brava  w  as  working  on  getting  funding  to 
buy  the  building.  Fanari  was  always  a 
lobby  to  give  references  in  support  of 
Brava.  Brava  requested  that  Fanari’s  cus¬ 
tomers  attend  hearings.  I  convinced  many 
people  to  attend. ..the  reason  Brava 
received  almost  two  million  dollars  in  the 
first  place  was  because  it  w  as  supposed  to 
revitalize  this  area  and  help  small  business.” 

Over  the  years  Brava  has  received  exten¬ 
sive  public  funding  in  the  hope  that  a 
restored  theater  would  benefit  other  busi¬ 
nesses  and  serve  as  a  stimilas  for  the  24th  Street 
economy. 

Foster  claimed  her  very  recent 
appointment  limits  her  insight  into  past 
history  between  the  cafe  and  Brava,  but 
she  did  have  the  following  to  say:  “We  are 
a  non-profit  community -based  organiza¬ 
tion  and  we  run  programs  for  at-risk  youth 
such  as  Brava  for  Literacy  ,  San  Francisco 
Running  Crew,  Performance  Work  Shop 
and  Poetry  Work  Shop,  as  well  as  sup¬ 
porting  a  young  adult  independent  theatre 
group  called  Colored  Ink.  So  when  our 
revenue  sources  don’t  come  in,  it  hurts 
our  ability  to  serve  the  community.  To  us, 
this  is  an  issue  of  non-payment  of  rent  and 
utilities  that  hurts  our  ability  to  better 
serve  the  community.” 

From  bad  to  worse 

Plans  to  renovate  the  Cafe  fell  through 
when  Oscar  failed  to  produce  a  business 
plan.  Not  only  did  the  renovations  of  the 
cafe  depend  on  this,  but  the  renewal  of  his 
lease  did  as  well.  Rocha  claims  that  Brava 
had  a  vision  for  Fanari,  yet  w  anted  him  to 
pay  for  if  “The  demands  on  small  busi¬ 
nesses  are  unrealistic,”  says  Rocha. 
“We’re  expected  to  mn  a  business,  plus 
produce  sophisticated  business  plans  just 
to  get  minimal  financial  help  from  the 
numerous  non-profits  that  Claim  to  help 
small  business.” 

In  mid-September,  Brava  began 
painting  the  building  and  removed  and 
destroyed  the  Fanari  sign.  Rocha  feels  that 
Brava  owes  him  a  new  sign. 


Not  only  did  Rocha  never  get  his 
sign,  but  also  had  to  endure  one  humiliat¬ 
ing  incident  after  another.  Rocha  recalls 
one  Saturday  in  particular:  “We  were 
behind  one  month  and  a  half,  due  to  the 
problems  from  the  fire.  Never  before  did 
we  not  pay  our  rent.  Gavin  begins  scream¬ 
ing  in  front  of  everyone  outside  my  cafe: 

‘  Oscar,  you  have  to  pay  the  rent  now  or 
you’ll  have  a  thirty  day  notice.’ 

1  took  her  aside  and  asked  her  to  give 
me  some  time,  but  she  was  always  threat¬ 
ening.  always  reminding  me  that  she 
could  evict  me  whenever  she  wanted 
because  we  were  on  a  month-to-month 
basis  and  did  not  have  a  lease.  Finally, 
after  all  the  difficulties  we  were  facing, 
she  raised  our  rent.” 

Community  response  to  tire  loss  of 
Fanari  is  what  might  be  expected.  Miguel 
Angel  Flores,  founder  of  the  Children  & 
Youth  Poets  Movement,  commented: 
“The  community  is  not  made  by  a  name 
but  by  relationships,  and  Oscar  and  his 
business  Fanari  for  the  Children  &  Youth 
Poets  Movement  established  that  type  of 
relationship  in  terms  of  support,  funding, 
goods  (cookies,  cakes,  space  at  his  cafe 
for  workshops),  so  the  loss  of  this  type  of 
relationship  creates  an  inhumane  community.” 

Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano  also 
expressed  his  regrets:  “It  came  as  a  sur¬ 
prise  and  is  definitely  a  loss  to  that  area.” 
Wade  Myers,  a  Fanari  regular,  emotional¬ 
ly  added,  “I  know  Oscar  and  the  cafe  from 
the  day  it  opened.  That  cafe  has  been  the 
absolute  heart  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
that  is  in  no  small  part  due  to  Oscar’s  gen¬ 
erosity,  kindness... he  is  caring,  he  would 
feed  the  homeless...  this  neighborhood  is 
very  culturally  mixed  and  that  cafe  lias 
been  a  place  where  we  could  all  come 
together  and  meet.  I  know  everyone  in  the 
neighborhood  because  of  that  cafe,  and 
everyone  knows  me  as  well.” 

Rocha  remains  bitter  about  the  way 
he  was  treated;  “I  put  ten  years  of  my  life 
in  this  space,  working  15-  hour  days  7 
days  a  week.  I  never  asked  a  penny  from 
the  City.  I  was  evicted  Hollywood-style, 
w  ith  the  sherrif  and  Brava’s  lawyer  telling 
me  I  have  ten  minutes  to  leave  or  else  they 
would  change  the  locks.  Gavin  left  for 
Cuba  and  was  not  even  present.” 

The  cafe  already  has  newspapers 
covering  the  windows. 


Sg  3422  25th  Street  (oft  Mission) 
3  415*  920 • 8964 

I  opemi:30om-8pm  Mon-Frl 
I—  10  30am-8pm  Saturdays 

I]  *  www.thurnbsuprnarbl6s.com 


rdiK  Continued  from  Page  1 

was  very  small.  Now,  her  son  is  11.  “I 
hope  the  park  is  finished  by  the  time  he 
finishes  college,”  she  joked. 

Even  some  of  the  neighborhood’s 
youngest  residents  vented  their  frustra¬ 
tion,  as  one  little  girl  told  the  officials. 
“You’ve  been  lying  to  us  for  four  years. 
We  want  the  park  now.” 

Tony  Alvite,  a  teacher  at  Maxwell 
Middle  School,  threatened  to  protest  to 
the  City  if  it  delayed  the  project  again.  He 
said  he  did  not  want  to  hear  the  terrorist 
attacks  of  September  11  somehow  cited  as 
an  excuse  not  to  move  forward  with  the 
plan.  “This  neighborhood  has  been  in  sur¬ 
vival  since  before  September  11,”  Alvite 
said.  Alvite  said  he  once  wanted  to  visit 
the  park  when  was  old  and  walked  with  a 
cane.  Now,  he  said,  he  just  wants  to  visit 
it  before  he  dies. 

Gloria  Vasquez,  mother  of  a  six-year- 
old  son,  said  the  lack  of  a  park  in  the 
neighborhood  had  forced  her  to  drive  all 
over  the  city  -  Diamond  Heights,  the 
Presidio,  Bernal  Heights  -  in  search  of 
outdoor  recreation  for  her  boy.  “I  was 
lucky,”  she  said.  “I  had  a  car.  But  if  you 
don’t  have  a  car,  or  have  two  children, 
which  is  what  [many]  people  have,  it’s 
really  intolerable.  It’s  not  acceptable.” 

Tony  Marks-Block,  a  junior  at 
Leadership  High  School,  said  he  had  got¬ 
ten  involved  in  the  grassroots  effort  to 
establish  the  park  while  a  seventh-grader 
at  Horace  Mann  Middle  School,  where  he 
organized  a  rally  for  its  cause.  Marks- 
Block  said  he  had  met  Mayor  Willie  L. 
Brown  as  part  of  the  effort  and  became 
excited  to  be  part  of  the  park’s  develop¬ 
ment,  only  to  see  the  project  get  tangled  in 
red  tape.  “We  will  build  it,  if  you  all  don’t 
want  to  help,”  said  Marks-Block. 

More  promises  from  the  City 

Goldstein,  in  response,  said  she  could  not 
make  up  for  the  anguish  caused  by  the 
procession  of  delays.  However,  she  said 
only  over-budget  bids  or  legal  challenges 
to  bids  posed  by  contractors  could  stop 
the  project  now.  Even  those  issues,  she 
said,  should  take  only  a  month  or  six 
weeks  to  overcome,  not  longer. 

One  resident  asked  Goldstein  why  the 
latest  promise  is  different  from  the  earlier, 
broken  ones.  Goldstein  replied  that  the 
first  tangible  sign  of  the  City’s  seriousness 


23rd  and  Treat:  still  a  toxic  Wasteland 

about  developing  the  park  will  come  on 
November  27  when  construction  bids  are 
advertised.  “We  know  we  can’t  regain 
your  trust  until  things  start  to  happen,”  she 
said. 

Goldstein  denied  that  the  park’s  plans 
weren’t  taken  seriously  because  of  the 
low-income  of  some  of  the  Mission’s  res¬ 
idents.  She  said  she  had  been  wrestling 
with  a  citywide  “systemic  problem”  of 
moving  capital  projects  forward. 

The  park’s  conceptual  plan  includes 
two  play  areas,  a  lawn  area,  a  gazebo, 
community  garden,  clubhouse,  lighting, 
pathway  and  landscaping.  Contaminated 
soils  previously  identified  with  the  site 
will  be  remedied  with  two  feet  of  new 
soil. 

Even  as  the  City  prepares  to  entertain 
bids  for  the  project’s  construction, 
Goldstein  outlined  additional  steps  that 
will  need  to  be  taken.  She  said  that  work 
on  a  plan  to  operate  and  maintain  the  park 
needs  to  be  done.  She  said  additional  staff 
will  be  required  to  work  at  the  park.  She 
said  that  the  Police  Department  will  need 
to  be  consulted  on  how  to  ensure  that  the 
park  remains  attractive, -adding  that  park’s 
opening  weeks  and  months  will  do  much 
to  shape  its  future  use.  “Good  use  will 
drive  out  bad  use,”  she  said. 

Goldstein  also  encouraged  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  to  attend  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission’s  January  17 
meeting,  when  it  will  consider  whether  to 
adopt  a  name  proposed  by  local  kids, 
Parque  Ninos  Unidos. 

After  all  the  angry  and  soothing 
words  at  the  meeting,  two  participants 
offered  different  comments  on  what  they 
had  heard. 

Vasquez,  whose  quest  for  parks  took 
her  to  all  parts  of  the  City,  said  she  felt 
that  the  City  would  really  develop  the 
park  this  time,  but  perhaps  in  two  years, 
not  one  as  stated  by  Goldstein. 

“Call  me  a  fool,  but  I  actually  believe 
the  park  is  going  to  get  done,”  she  said. 

Geri  Almanza,  the  PODER  organiz¬ 
er,  said  she  will  monitor  the  situation  to 
make  sure  the  park  is  built.  “No  more 
delays,  nothing  else,”  Almanza  said. 
“We’re  going  to  be  on  it.” 
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The  Daly 
Report 


Supervisor  Chris  Daly 


Almost  3  years  ago  1  met  the 
Stephanie  Hughes  family  on  a 
community  outreach  to  the 
King's  Hotel  at  17th  and  Valencia. 
Stephanie  and  her  5  kids  had  been  living 
in  a  room  at  the  hotel  off  and  on  for  sev¬ 
eral  months.  The  thought  of  the  six  of 
them  packed  in  that  tiny  room  was  cer¬ 
tainly  bad  enough.  But  they  weren't  even 
allowed  to  stay  there  as  permanent  ten¬ 
ants.  Every  couple  of  weeks  Stephanie, 
Teron,  Justin,  Charles,  Mariah,  and 
Joshua  would  have  to  pack  up  and  move 
out. 


They  stayed  with  friends  and  even  at 
a  half-empty  warehouse  until  the  hotel 
manager  would  let  them  come  back.  And 
this  was  the  case  even  though  Stephanie 
was  paying  $210  per  week  (just  about  her 
entire  check  from  CalWorks)  to  stay 
there.  Stephanie  and  her  family  weren't 
the  only  ones. 

When  the  King's  Hotel  burned  down 
several  weeks  later  Stephanie's  family 
had  been  "fortunate  enough"  to  have  been 
kicked  out  once  again  the  w  eek  before),  a 
dozen  families  were  burned  out  of  the 
hotel.  In  fact,  I  had  noticed  over  the  past 
several  years  of  outreach  to  residential 
hotels  in  the  Mission  District  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  families  that  were  living 
in  these  buildings.  Sandra  James  had  her 
son  in  the  Sunrise  Hotel  and  there  were 
about  6  other  families  there.  More  fami¬ 
lies  were  at  the  All  Star  Hotel  on  16th 
Street  and  more  still  at  the  Julian;  Asian, 
Black,  Latino,  Native  American,  and 
White  families,  many  of  them  immi¬ 
grants. 

When  you  think  about  it,  this  really 
wasn't  surprising.  We  all  had  witnessed 
the  unprecedented  boom  in  San  Francisco 
and  in  the  Mission  District  especially. 
Accompanying  this  boom  was  a  housing 
market  with  seemingly  uncontrollable 
rents  and  evictions.  We  still  read  about 
the  victims  of  displacement  in  this  time  of 
dot-com-boom-gone-bust  right  here  in 
the  outstanding  series,  "To  the  Egress." 
But  not  all  victims  of  displacement  ended 
up  leaving  the  City  altogether.  Some 
found  alternative  housing  in  San 
Francisco  --usually  not  as  good  as  before 
and  some  ended  up  homeless. 

The  craziest  part  of  it  all  is  that  much 
of  this  could  have  been  avoided,  and  what 
couldn't  be  avoided  could  certainly  have 
been  better  managed.  The  red-hot  dot¬ 
com  industry  wasn't  driving  the  gentrifi- 
cation  and  speculation  bonanza  in  the 
Mission  and  across  San  Francisco  alone. 
Land-use  decisions  politically  favoring 
large  developers  literally  paved  the  way 
for  the  boom. 

The  hostile  takeover 

The  San  Francisco  Planning  Department 
allowed  almost  every  proposed  live/work 
loft  to  be  built  as  the  result  of  a  small 
loophole,  even  though  everyone  knew 
that  artists  could  not  afford  them. 
Conversions  of  buildings  into  offices 
went  unregulated.  Finally.large-scale  dot¬ 
com  office  campuses  were  proposed  for 
our  neighborhoods. 

The  direct  impact  of  these  develop¬ 
ments  was  too  great  to  ignore.  The  bigger 
picture  of  evictions  and  gentrification 
was  publicly  denied  by  the  Mayor,  who 
claimed,  "Latino  families  are  leaving  the 


Mission  because  they  are  buying  nicer 
homes  outside  of  the  City."  Meanwhile, 
behind  the  scenes,  palms  were  greased 
and  a  hostile  takeover  of  entire  neighbor¬ 
hoods  was  planned  and  carried  out. 

In  the  Mission,  at  least,  this  did  not 
go  unnoticed.  For  years,  many  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  had  been  aware  of  the 
live/work  loft  scam.  Finally,  proposals 
for  dot-com  complexes  at  the  old  Armory 
and  on  Bryant  Street  were  enough  to  gal¬ 
vanize  people  in  the  Mission  to  serious 
action. 

The  Mission  Anti-Displacement 
Coalition  became  a  grassroots  force  to  be 
reckoned  with,  turning  out  hundreds  of 
activists  at  rallies  in  front  of  the  Planning 
Commission  and  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Demands  made  by  MAC  for  community 
control  over  land  use  decisions  shook  the 
foundations  of  City  Hall. 

But  the  administration  and  Planning 
Commission  would  not  give  in  to  MAC'S 
demands.  Bryant  Square  was  approved  at 
the  Planning  Commission  by  a  6  to  1 
vote.  The  one  dissenter.  Commissioner 
Dennis  Antenore,  was  later  fired  by 
Willie  Brown  Despite  massive  opposi¬ 
tion,  Bryant  Square  was  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 
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It  was  clear  that  the  public  officials 
were  completely  unaccountable  to  our 
neighborhoods,  so  MAC  struck  back  by 
putting  a  sweeping  land  use  reform  pro¬ 
posal  on  the  November  2000  ballot. 
Although  Proposition  L  did  not  pass,  it 
defined  land  use  as  the  issue  of  the  day 
and  set  the  stage  for  an  anti-Willie  sweep 
in  the  superv  isorial  run-off  elections. 

Charter  reform  in  March 

Over  the  course  of  this  past  year,  neigh¬ 
borhood-minded  Supervisors  have  tried  to 
steer  the  Planning  Department  back  to 
community-based  planning.  Planning 
Director  Gerald  Green  has  talked  the  good 
talk:  when  he  first  took  office.  Green  said 
he  "heard  the  voters  speak"  and  that  he 
would  listen.  After  he  claimed  he  didn't 
have  the  resources  to  do  the  planning,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  allocated  over  $1.5 
million  dollars  for  that  explicit  purpose. 
The  Planning  Department  still  would  not 
do  the  planning.  Later,  Gerald  com¬ 
plained  that  he  did  not  have  a  sufficient 
staff  in  the  Planning  Department.  To  this 
day,  the  Planning  Department  has  not 
done  the  planning  they  have  promised. 

Increasingly  frustrated  at  being  led 
on  by  the  Planning  Department,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  has  placed  a 
Charter  amendment  on  March's  ballot  to 
make  the  Planning  Department  (and  the 
Board  of  Appeals)  more  independent  of 
the  Mayor’s  Office  and  more  accountable 
to  our  neighborhoods. 

This  Charter  amendment  grants  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  three  appointments 
to  the  Planning  Commission  and  extends 
the  Board's  ability  to  reject  any  of  the 
Mayor's  appointees.  Further,  it  will  only 
allow  Commissioners  to  be  removed  for 
cause  (so  that  no  Commissioner  can  be 
removed  for  his  or  her  stance  on  an 
issue).  If  passed  by  the  voters  in  March, 
this  Charter  amendment  will  be  a  giant 
step  tow  ards  meeting  the  demands  of  the 
Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition 
and  will  bring  the  community  back  into 
San  Francisco's  planning  process. 


,i >if red.  jennifer  jason  leigh 


Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 

MOM  @  Bayview  MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor  158a  Valencia  Suite  301 

San  Francisco,  CA  94124  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 

^SflUKES 

A  k  HOSPITAL 


10  DECEMBER.  2001 


Some  of  the  good  stuff  to  be  found  at  Encantada 

This  Christmas  shop  the  hood 


If  you’re  thinking  of  going  off  to 
Serramonte  or  Union  Square  for  that 
perfect  Christinas  gift  think  again. 
There  are  gift-oriented  stores  a-plenty 
right  here  in  the  Mission,  offering  local 
original  art,  exotic  imports  and  one-of-a- 
kind  items.  Here  is  a  suggested  itinerary7 
which  is  less  an  all-inclusive  list  than  an 
inducement  to  get  out  and  explore  on  your 
own 

From  December  1-22  Galleria  de  la 
Raza,  a  3 1  year-old  Latino  art  space,  will 
feature  a  sale  of  fine  art  prints  by  over  30 
established  and  emerging  artists,  includ¬ 
ing  Enrique  Chagoya,  Alma  Lopez,  Juana 
Alicia  and  Isis  Rodriguez. 

Encantada  Gallery  of  Fine  Arts  at 
20th  and  Valencia  is  filled  with  a  w  ide 
spectrum  of  Mexican  imports,  ranging 
from  pop  cultural  items  such  as  Mexican 
wrestler  coffee  cups  to  more  traditional 
altar  pieces  and  pre-Columbian  replicas, 
all  personally  selected  by  owner  Mia 
Gonzalez  during  her  frequent  forays  south 
of  the  border. 

Around  the  comer  on  20th,  the  Ruby 
Gallery,  an  artists’  collective,  has  a  very 
w  ide  selection  of  unique  jew  elry,  as  w  ell 
as  lamps  and  handbags  and  some  peculiar 
furry  items  called  hairmail.  Every  thing  is 
made  by  local  artists  and  craftspeople. 
Their  website  (www.  mbygallery.com)  is 
easily  one  of  the  best  in  the  City  for  on¬ 
line  shopping  and  has  full  color  images 
and  prices  of  many  of  the  items  in  the 
shop. 

A  much  larger  artists’  collective  is  * 
City  Art  on  Valencia,  with  70  collective 
members,  50  of  them  active.  City  Art 
always  has  quite  a  variety  in  what  the 
gallery7  describes  as  “an  affordable  range 
of  $100-500.”  City  Art  will  hold  special 
holiday  “affordable  art”  sales  opening  on 
December  7. 

If  you  know  someone  who  has  every¬ 
thing,7  they  probably  don’t  have  a  stuffed 
armadillo  or  rattlesnake  or  even  a  wilde¬ 
beest  skull.  Paxton  Gate,  located  a  few 
doors  down  from  City  Art,  has  these  and 
other  artful  pieces  of  the  taxidermist's 
handiwork,  along  with  plants  and  garden¬ 
ing  items,  all  part  of  the  natural  world 
(albeit  a  pretty  strange  part  of  it). 

Tucked  away  on  21st  Street,  Artbeat 
Gallery  has  a  definite  emphasis  on  Latin 
American  art  but  also  sells  a  smattering  of 
Anglo  pop  culture  items.  In  December, 
Artbeat  (which  is  still  a  work-in- 
progress)  will  feature  an  ongoing  show  by 
master  silk  screener  and  collagist  Michael 
Roman,  including  some  of  his  very  mov¬ 
ing  work  on  the  World  Trade  Center 
attack.  The  Gallery  also  continues  to  fea¬ 
ture  the  religious/political-themed  paint¬ 
ings  of  Ricardo  Cartagena.  There’ll  be  a 
closing  party  of  some  kind  on  the  30th. 

A  less  ambiguous  shopping  experi¬ 
ence  can  be  had  just  up  the  street  at  Laku, 
a  tiny  shop  on  Valencia  near  22nd  where 


you  can  find  some  very  original  women’s 
hats  and  slippers,  velvet  flower  pins,  and 
very  high-fashion  coats  for  little  girls,  all 
made  on  the  premises.  If  you  don’t  find 
just  the  right  hat  there,  a  short  walk  to 
The  Alternative  Design  Studio,  another 
custom  design  shop  specializing  in  hats, 
should  do  the  trick.  It’s  on  18th  between 
Mission  and  Valencia  and  right  across  the 
street  from  The  Apartment  at  18th  and 
Lexington.  The  Apartment,  formerly 
Classic  Consignment  has  an  eclectic 
selection  of  collectibles  and,  for  the  frugal 
shopper,  a  $10  table  with  lots  of  gift  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  that  hard  to  shop  for  person. 

The  Mission’s  newest  gallery  is  also 
the  hardest  to  find.  66balmv  is  located  on 
the  much-muraled  Balmy  Alley.  The 
gallery  is  behind  one  of  the  murals  and  is 
really  difficult  to  see  when  the  door  is 
closed.  The  idea  behind  this  new  space  is 
to  offer  local  artists  a  place  sell  their 
w  ares.  A  holiday  sale  of  paintings,  jewel¬ 
ry,  handbags  and  knick-knacks,  titled 
“Just  Bazaar. . .on  Balmy,”  will  have  mul¬ 
tiple  receptions  on  December  1,  5  and  20, 
with  music,  food  and  drink. 

Speaking  of  murals,  w  hile  you’re  out 
walking  around  doing  all  that  Christmas 
shopping,  why  not  stop  off  at  the  Precita 
Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center  on  24th  Street 
near  Harrison?  They  sell  prints,  post  cards 
and  books  on  murals  and  mural  making. 
Their  informative  mural  maps  of  the 
Mission  should  make  your  rounds  more 
interesting. 

Multikulti,  on  Valencia  street  near 
16th,  lives  up  to  its  multicultural  name 
w  ith  a  varied  international  selection  that 
includes  miniature  accordions  from 
China,  Egy  ptian  w  ater  pipes,  w  orld  beat 
CDs  and  Indonesian  masks,  to  name  just  a 
few  of  the  items  which  fill  this  very 
diverse  shop. 

Perhaps  the  most  chock-full-of-good- 
ies  store  in  the  area  is  Thumbs  Up 
Marbles.  Located  on  25th  Street  near 
Mission,  the  store’s  original  emphasis 
was  on  jewelry  incorporating  marbles. 
These  very  special  items  are  still  to  be 
found,  but  Paul,  the  owner,  has  expanded 
the  inventory  in  various  strange  and 
unusual  ways  that  are  delightful  if  not 
always  obvious.  Fortunately,  Paul  is  one 
those  people  with  a  “good  eye”  for  the 
collectable  and  the  givable. 

SPECIAL  XMAS  EVENTS 

Just  around  the  comer,  Mission  Cultural 
Center  will  turn  its  entire  second-Ofloor 
gallery  space  over  to  an  arts-and -crafts 
bazaar  on  December  15  front  11  am  to  5 
pm.  The  event  will  include  artists  and  arti¬ 
sans  from  throughout  the  Bay  Area  and 
will  feature  the  seasonal  fare  of  hot  cider 
and  cookies. 

Creativity  Explored,  on  16th  near 
Guerrero,  will  be  holding  its  annual  holi¬ 
day  open  house  and  benefit  art  sale  on 


December  7  (6-9  pm,  $10),  8  &  9  (1 1  am- 
6  pm,  free).  Throughout  the  year. 
Creativity  Explored  helps  people  with 
disabilities  create  visual  art;  at  years’  end 
tire  paintings,  sculptures,  ceramics,  jewel¬ 
ry  and  assemblages  are  sold  as  a  benefit 
for  the  organizatioa  The  one-of-a-kind 
quality  and  overall  excellence  over  the 
years  has  made  this  an  incredibly  popular 
event,  so  the  $10  admission  for  opening 
night  is  well  worth  it  Check  out  their 
website  at  www  creativityexplorcd.org. 

If  you  must  travel  outside  the  area, 
journey  to  the  nontraditional  Naughty 
Santa’s  Black  Market  at  the  SomArts 
Gallery  (December  8  and  9,  6  pm  -mid¬ 
night,  $15).  The  wares  offered  have  a 
heaping  helping  of  the  R  to  X-rated  and 
the  truly  weird,  and  are  made  by  off-sea¬ 
son  crispy  critters  from  the  Burning  Man 
set.  Entertainment  includes  the  Devilettes, 
The  Cantankerous  Lollies  and  the  Cloud 
Factory  Design  Collective  Fashion  Show. 
Take  a  look  at  www. naughtysantas.com 
to  see  if  this  is  for  you. 


Galeria  de  la  Raza  2857  24th  St.  826- 
8009 


Encantada  904  Valencia  642-3939 


Ruby  Gallery  3602  20th  St.  550-8052 
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City  Art  828  Valencia  970-9900 


Paxton  Gate  824  Valencia  824-1872 


Artbeat  Gallery  3266  2 1st  St.  643-8721 
Laku  1069  Valencia  695-1462 


Alternative  Design  Studio  3458  18th  St. 
255-2787 


The  Apartment  3469  18th  St.  255-1100 


66balmy  66  Balmy  Alley  648-1760 


Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  C  enter  2981 
24th  285-2287 


Multikulti  539  Valencia  437-1718 


Thumbs  Up  Marbles  3422  25th  street  920- 
8964 


Mission  Cultural  Center  2868  Mission 
821-1155 


Creativity  Explored  3245  16th  St.  863- 
2108 


SomArts934  Brannan  (Naughty  Santas 
695-9100  x2) 


m 


Casanova 


IOUNOC 


527  Valencia,,  San  VtratncUco 
415.S6S.9328 


pHoenpC 

The  Phoenix  Bar  &  Fine  Food 

811  Valencia  Street  @  19th  Street 
Phone:  695-1811  •  Fax:  282-6990 


LUNCH . Monday  through  Friday 

DINNER. . Monday  through  Sunday 

BRUNCH . Saturdays,  Sundays  8i  Holidays 


DJs  Friday  and  Saturday 

PRIVATE  ROOM  AVAILABLE 
Lunch  Parties  •  Dinner  Parties 

"Best  'Pub'  on  Valencia" 

^  t  ft 

The  Liberties 

-  Bar  and  Restaurant  - 
998  Guerrero  Street  @  22nd 
TEL  282-6789  •  FAX  282-6990 


LUNCH . Monday  through  Friday 

DINNER . Monday  through  Sunday 

BRUNCH . Saturdays,  Sundays  &  Holidays 


Private  Room  Available 
Lunch  Parties  •  Dinner  Parties 

www.theliberties.com 
“Best  Brunch  in  the  Mission” 
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Lucky  Pork  is  good  for  the  hood. 


Shop  local-serving,  not  just  local 


Since  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
businesses  in  the  Mission  District 
are  based  in  the  service  sector  of  the 
economy,  the  holiday  season  is  a  very 
important  time  of  year  for  our  local  mer¬ 
chants. 

Recent  issues  of  the  New  Mission 
News  have  covered  not  only  the  economic 
repercussions  of  the  dot-com  crash,  but 
also  how  the  Mission  District’s  local  econ¬ 
omy  is  faring  in  the  wake  of  September 
11th.  We  hear  calls  to  be  tourists  in  our 
own  city,  and  have  always  been  encour¬ 
aged  to  shop  in  the  neighborhood  to  sup¬ 
port  its  “character.”  But  with  the  reces¬ 
sion  becoming  more  and  more  of  a  reality 
every  day,  and  with  the  holiday  shopping 
season  upon  us,  there  may  be  a  better  rea¬ 
son  to  support  neighborhood  businesses: 
it  makes  good  economic  sense  for  the 
neighborhood. 

Let’s  distinguish  between  “local-serv¬ 
ing”  businesses  and  simply  “local”  busi¬ 
nesses.  A  working  definition  of  local¬ 
serving  would  be  a  business  that  derives  a 
majority  of  its  sales  from  neighborhood 
residents,  with  products  or  services  that 
are  relevant  and  affordable  to  people  who 
live  in  the  immediate  area.  They  are  a  part 
of  how  we  live  our  day-to-day  lives. 

In  addition,  local-serving  businesses 
are  more  likely  to  be  locally  owned  and  to 
hire  employees  from  the  neighborhood. 
This  implies  that  these  merchants  are  gen¬ 
erating  their  income  from  within  the 
neighborhood,  and  that  income  generation 
is  in  turn  building  assets  within  the  com¬ 
munity. 

But  what  sustains  these  types  of  busi¬ 
nesses?  I  was  able  to  talk  to  two  such 
merchants  recently,  not  only  to  see  how 
they  are  faring  in  the  current  economy,  but 
also  to  get  their  thoughts  on  what  it  means 
to  be  a  local-serving  business. 

Dreams  and  normr  y 

Dolores  Reyi  own  >f  Los  Jarritos 
Restaurant  for  the  past  14  years,  says 
nearly  all  of  her  customers  come  from  the 
neighborhood.  Ms.  Reyes  has  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  all  her  life,  and  all  her 
employees  except  one  are  Mission  resi¬ 
dents.  She  says  the  dot-com  boom  gave 
her  “dreams”  which  led  to  her  purchasing 
the  property  where  her  restaurant  is  locat¬ 
ed,  but  now  things  are  “getting  back  to 
normal.” 

Many  of  her  customers  are  employed 
in  the  tourist  industry,  and  Ms.  Reyes  talks 
to  them  about  the  uncertainty  of  their  jobs. 
She  says  local  folks  come  to  her  restaurant 
because  they  know  her  and  her  family,  and 
because  if  she  doesn’t  “take  care  of  the 
local  people,  my  business  is  dead.”  One 
gentleman  came  in  during  our  interview, 
and  Ms.  Reyes  asked  him  in  Spanish  why 
he  came  to  Los  Janitos.  “It’s  like  home,” 
he  said.  “If  they  don’t  have  what  I  want, 
they  make  it  for  me.” 


Guest  Opinion 


Andrew  Murphy 


Doug  Wong’s  father  started  The 
Lucky  Pork  Store  on  Mission  Street  52 
years  ago  after  immigrating  from  China, 
and  Doug’s  worked  there  since  he  was  six¬ 
teen.  He  told  me  the  key  to  his  store’s 
longevity  is  not  only  that  he  sells  things 
you  cannot  find  in  a  supermarket,  but  also 
that  he  knows  his  customers  so  well.  (He 
interrupted  our  interview  to  ask  one  cus¬ 
tomer  how  her  daughter  was  doing.)  The 
Lucky  Pork  Store  sees  more  business  in 
the  week  or  two  around  Christmas  and 
New  Year’s,  as  people  prepare  for  special 
dinners  and  holiday  parties,  but  he  also 
stated  that  a  few  of  the  more  than  70%  of 
his  customers  from  the  Mission  have  men¬ 
tioned  that  they  have  either  lost  or  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  losing  their  jobs.  Mr.  Wong 
claims  the  rest  of  his  clientele  are  mostly 
old-time  customers  who  have  moved 
away  from  the  Mission,  but  come  back 
because  they  know  him  personally  and 
“everybody  has  to  eat.” 


Identity  sustainers 

Both  Los  Jarritos  and  The  Lucky  Pork 
Store  provide  basic  and  affordable  goods 
and  serv  ices  to  the  Mission  District,  and 
this  is  the  key  to  their  long-term  success. 
They  are  relevant  to  the  people  who  live 
and  work  here  not  just  by  what  they  sell, 
but  how  they  sell  it.  They  are  a  tree 
reflection  of  tire  neighborhood,  and  their 
long-term  success  lays  the  foundation  for 
the  Mission  to  sustain  itself  as  an  ethnical¬ 
ly  diverse  working  class  community. 

Although  Ms.  Reyes  and  Mr.  Wong 
do  not  appear  to  doubt  their  ability  to  pre¬ 
vail  through  tire  economic  downturn,  they 
still  must  adapt  to  a  reduction  in  demand 
for  their  goods  and  services  just  like  any 
other  business.  As  you  walk  tire  neigh¬ 
borhood,  ask  yourself  which  businesses 
are  local-serv  ing,  as  opposed  to  just  being 
located  in  the  neighborhood. 

Which  businesses  serve  local  folks, 
hire  local  folks,  and  are  local  folks? 
Remember  them  and  other  local-serving 
businesses  throughout  the  City  tltis  holi¬ 
day  season,  not  just  for  gifts,  but  for  those 
day-to-day  needs  that  occur  throughout 
the  year.  In  this  way,  we  can  help  mobilize 
the  Mission  economically  for  everyone , 
regardless  of  tire  economic  climate. 

Andrew  Murphy  is  a  staff  member  of  the 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association 


Ambassador 

•  James  Hormel 

and  former  Supervisor 

Roberta 

Achtenberg 

Agree... 


“As  City  Attorney,  Jim  will 
assign  deputies  to  work  with 
district  supervisors  and 
community  organizations 
on  code  enforcement  and 
other  neighborhood  issues. 

Jim  Lazarus  will  be  a  lawyer 
for  our  neighborhoods.” 

—  former  San  Francisco 

Supervisor  Roberta  Achtenberg 

Endorsed  by: 

Neil  Eisenberg,  former  candidate  for 
City  Attorney;  The  San  Francisco  Chronicle; 
The  San  Francisco  Examiner;  The  Recorder 
and  AsianWeek 

www.lazarusforcityattorney.org 

3569  Geary  Blvd.  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 8 
(415)  751-0472 

Paid  for  by  Lazarus  for  City  Attorney 
John  Zante,  Treasurer,  I  D  #  1236075 


I  am  proud  to  support  Jim  Lazarus 
for  San  Francisco  City  Attorney. " 

—  U.S  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 

Please  Remember  to  Vote  on  December  lit**! 


THE  WORLD  AFFAIRS  COUNCIL  AND 
THE  COMMONWEALTH  CLUB  WELCOME  YOU. 


Add  your  voice  to  the  Boy  Area  s  two  oldest  public  affairs  forums  as  we  engage 
leaders  from  around  the  world  to  discuss  these  turbulent  times.  Call  us  or  access  our 
websites  for  a  calendar  of  events  and  membership  information.  Refer  to  this  ad  and 
receive  over  30%  off  your  annual  membership.  Kindly  RSVP  today. 


415-597-6700 

www.commonwealthclub.org/engage.html 


World 

Affairs 

Council 


415-293-4600 

www.wacsf.org/ special.htm 
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Now  open  for  dinner! 

/ 


Good  Food 
for  35  years! 

Called  the  "Best  Diner 
in  the  City." 

-  SF  Chronicle 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  &  wildcrafted  bulk  herb s 

♦  Vitamin  Supplements 

♦  Books 

♦  Flower  Essences 


♦  We  carry  a  full  line 
of  tinctures 

♦  Homeopathic 
remedies 


Aromatherapy  *  Body  Care  Products 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  811-0997 


A  Wamen-Ounied  Business 


TEL:  (415)  431-7516 


3159  -  I6TH  STRICT  •  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94103 


Keeping  an  eye  out  for  America 


As  our  first  CEO  President,  Mr. 
Bush  no  doubt  understands  how 
important  it  is  to  maintain  one’s 
edge  over  the  competition.  Which  would 
explain  his  apparent  determination  to 
ensure — by  introducing  summary  deten¬ 
tions,  secret  military  tribunals  and  other 
efficiency-enhancing  innovations — that 
America’s  judicial  system  stay  competi¬ 
tive  with  those  of  today’s  leading  third- 
world  dictatorships. 

Yet  while  such  moves  to  streamline 
the  constitution  and  downsize  due  process 
are  certainly  welcome,  if  the  productivity 
of  our  nation’s  courts  is  to  be  fully  maxi¬ 
mized,  then  it  is  essential  that  the  latter  be 
free  to  leverage  every  technology  avail¬ 
able  to  them.  And  so  it  is  encouraging  to 
read  reports  in  the  Washington  Post  and 
elsewhere,  that  suggest  the  Bush  adminis¬ 
tration  might  soon  untie  the  regulatory  red 
tape,  which  has  for  all  too  long  prevented 
use  of  one  of  the  most  effective  technolo¬ 
gies  a  judiciary  can  employ:  torture. 

Of  course,  as  President  Bush  keeps 
reminding  us,  the  War  on  Terrorism  will 
require  that  we  all  make  sacrifices.  And 
so,  you  should  not  be  surprised  if,  as  an 
unintended  consequence  of  our  justice 
system’s  new  productivity  drive,  one  or 
two  of  you  find  yourselves — even  though 
perhaps  completely  innocent  of  any  evil- 
doing — stretched  out  on  a  rack  in  a  base¬ 
ment  somewhere,  while  the  Office  of 
Homeland  Security  applies  a  little  “pres¬ 
sure”  to  determine  whether  you  are  indeed 
“with  us  or  against  us.” 

Naturally  (at  least  if  we  are  to  believe 
a  recent  opinion  poll  which  found  that  a 
clear  majority  of  San  Franciscans  support 
the  war  and  approve  of  President  Bush), 
most  of  you  will  be  willing  to  put  up  with 
such  an  inconvenience.  But  if,  as  your 
bones  are  snapped,  your  testicles  crashed, 
and  your  designer  Burning  Man  body 
piercings  ripped  out  one  by  one,  you  start 
to  have  unpatriotic  thoughts  about 
America’s  New  War,  may  I  suggest  that 
you  remind  yourselves  of  some  of  the 


uniquely  American  values  for  which  it  is 
being  waged? 

For,  if  there  is  one  bright  spot  to  be 
found  in  tire  tragic  events  of  September 
11th,  it  is  that  they  have  shown  us  what  a 
truly  great  nation  we  are.  A  nation  of 
immense  generosity  of  spirit,  which,  even 
as  it  grieved  over  the  lives  lost  in  the 
World  Trade  Center,  was  nevertheless 
able,  through  billions  of  dollars  in  bailouts 
and  retroactive  tax  rebates,  to  find  room  in 
its  heart  for  tire  other  victims  of  the 
attacks — cartels  and  corporations. 

A  caring  nation,  capable  of  under¬ 
standing  that  the  financial  problems 
weighing  on  its  business  leaders  are,  in 
their  own  way,  just  as  crashing  as  tire 
masses  of  concrete  and  steel  that  entomb 
all  those  poor  squished  souls  at  Ground 
Zero. 

And,  of  course,  a  nation  which, 
despite  its  ethnic  and  social  diversity, 
stands  united,  each  of  its  strata  contribut¬ 
ing  to  tire  war  effort  in  its  own  special 
way:  our  humble  D.C.  postal  workers,  for 
example,  helping  alert  our  congressmen 
to  the  anthrax  threat  like  so  many  brave 
little  blue-and-gray  canaries,  and  those 
same  elected  representatives,  fortified  by 
a  few  prophylactic  doses  of  Cipro,  hero¬ 
ically  defending  bank  accounts  and  bot¬ 
tom  lines  against  the  depredations  of 
Osama  bin  Laden  and  his  ilk. 

And  finally,  even  if,  in  the  course  of 
your  interrogation,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  gouge  out  your  eyes,  let  this  not  stop 
you  from  seeing  that  America  is  above  all 
the  land  of  opportunity,  a  place  where 
absolutely  anyone  can  achieve  absolutely 
anything:  for  where  else  could  a  cocaine- 
damaged  ex-drunk,  who  had  his  first  real 
job  at  the  age  of  forty,  not  only  be 
appointed  CEO  President,  but,  in  a  few 
short  months,  succeed  in  convincing  his 
subjects  to  think  outside  the  box  to  which 
their  revered  Bill  of  Rights  had  for  more 
than  200  years  constrained  them? 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 
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Low  energy  ?  -  Public  input  is  needed  at 
this  town  hall  meeting  on  San  Francisco's 
long-term  energy  plan.  Sponsored  by  the 
Public  Utilities  Commission  and  the 
Department  of  the  Environment.  Mission 
High  School  Auditorium,  3750  18th  Street 
10  am  355-3770.  www. sfcnviroruncrt.com 

Dot-comupance  -BOOM,  the  Sound  of 
Eviction,  a  witty  and  fast  paced  docu¬ 
mentary  film,  tells  the  chilling  tale  of  the 
dot-com  invasion  of  the  Mission.  Artists 
Television  Access,  992  Valencia,  5  pm 
today  and  at  7  pm  on  12/2,  $5-15. 824-3890. 


2  mm 

Dot-comupance-  see  12/1 

Classical  double  header-  The 
Community  Music  Center’s  young  stu¬ 
dents  through  high  school  age  hold  their 
annual  fall  concert  at  1  pm,  followed  by 
a  duet  performance  by  Olga  Mandrigina 
(viola)  and  Irina  Bokman  (piano)  at  4 
pm.  Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street,  free.  647-6015. 

Class  War  Prisoners  never  have  a  nice 
day  -Not  everybody  behind  bars  belongs 
there.  The  16th  annual  Holiday  Appeal 
for  Class  War  Prisoners  fundraiser  ben¬ 
efits  those  that  don’t.  Sponsored  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense.  Centro 
del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia,  1-4  pm,  $5-10. 
839-0582. 

Rollin’,  rollin’,  rollin’  on  the  Ganges  - 

Ganga  Ma  is  a  58-minute  multi-media 
documentary'  on  festivals  and  funerals 
along  the  Ganges  River,  including  the 
2001  funeral  for  the  last  Maharajah  of 
Benares  which  was  the  largest  gathering 
of  human  beings  on  the  planet  (at  least 
until  the  Harry  Potter  movie  came  out.) 
Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  Street,  7&  9 
pm,  $10.  8644873. 


;  MONDAY 

The  Devlin  you  say?  -  The  New  College 
documentary  series  kicks  off  the  month 
with  Art  Evening  with  Bernadette  Devlin 
Alin  sky,  a  40-minute  film  of  a  lecture 
given  in  1988  by  the  fiery  Irish  radical 
who  was  elected  to  Parliament  at  the  age 
of  19.  New  College  of  California,  777 
Valencia,  8  pm.  $3-5.  www. 
climinal.as/newcollege/cinema. 

Attack  of  the  tree  huggers  -  As  the 
globe  warms,  eco-saboteurs  run  amok  in 
the  world  premiere  of  Elizabeth  Spreen’s 
new  play,  611  Supreme.  Noh  Space,  2840 
Mariposa,  8  pm,  $10-15.  621-7978  . 


1  TODAY 

Attack  of  the  tree  huggers-  see  12/3 
Critter  comfort  -  This  support  group  for 


owners  of  recently  deceased  pets  is  prob¬ 
ably  even  more  important  during  the  holi¬ 
day  season.  SF  SPCA,  243  Alabama, 
7:30,  free.  554-3050. 


>  WEDNESDAY 

Short  subjects  for  short  people  -  The 
preschool  videos  being  shown  are  Red 
Riding  Hood,  Tiny  Toy,  Snowy  Day  and 
Mole  &  the  Christmas  Tree.  Mission 
Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett,  10:15  &  11 
am,  free.  695-5090. 

A  trip  down  the  homeopath  -  The  Pacific 
School  of  Homeopathy  holds  an  open 
house.  1199  Sanchez,  7  pm,  free.  695-2710. 


6TUVWAY 


Don’t  trust  any  bookstore  under  30  -  If 

there’s  anything  left  of  the  Left  this  is 
where  they  left  it  Modem  Times  Books 
has  survived  three  decades  and  emerged 
as  one  of  the  City’s  stellar  independent 
bookstores.  This  Mission  institution  cele¬ 
brates  its  30th  birthday  with  a  perfor¬ 
mance  by  Los  Cybirds,  author  Christian 
Parenti,  spoken  word  trio  Los  Delicados, 
and  food  and  drink.  Modem  Times  Books, 
888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246. 

Flower  power  -Patricia  Meyer  shares  her 
insights  into  the  use  of  flowers,  gems  and 
environmental  essences  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  stress  and  traumatic  events. 
Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company,  1173 
Valencia,  7  pm,  $10.  821-0997.  Non- 
refundable  pre-payment  required  to  hold 
space. 

7  TODAY 

Deck  the  halls  with  affordable  art  -  City 
Art  Gallery’s  “Affordable  Art”  ($100- 


500)  opening  offers  the  best  in  local  art  by 
the  members  of  the  CA  cooperative.  City 
Art  Gallery.  828  Valencia  7-10  pm  970-9900. 

20th  Annual  Encuentro  Del  Canto 
Popular  -  Latino  folk  music  luminaries 
on  tonight’s  bill  are  Luis  Enrique  Mejia 
Godoy,  Casindo,  Trio  Altamira  and 
Conjunto  Cespedes  Guest  MC  is  Richard 
Montoya  of  Culture  Clash.  Korinthias 
Community  Center,  245  Valencia  7  pm, 
$20.  648-1045. 

Video  on  the  run  -  Made  for  a  mere 
$3000,  One  Thousand  Years  is  a  feature- 
length  video  shot  at  more  than  a  hundred 
SF  locations.  It  involves  time  travel,  star 
crossed  lovers  and  the  millennial  apoca¬ 
lypse.  Reception  after  the  show  Victoria 
Theater,  2961  16th  Street,  8  pm,  $6.  789- 
826  lor  www. onethousany  ears.com 


a  s/mii  m 

Whatever  rings  your  chimes  -  Award 
winning  acoustic  folk  duo  Laura  Lind  and 
Adam  Miller  are  joined  by  the  Christmas 
Holiday  Choral  (20-rank  pipe  organ  and 
bells)  in  a  benefit  concert  for  the  Golden 
Gate  Center  for  the  Homeless.  Golden 
Gate  Church,  19th  and  Dolores,  7  pm 
647-5050. 

20th  Annual  Encuentro  Del  Canto 
Popular  -  Tonight’s  line  up  includes  Luis 
Enrique  Mejia  Godoy,  Grupo  Raiz,  Los 


Peludos,  John  Santos  and  Friends  Guest 
MC  is  Ric  Salinas  of  Culture  Clash. 
Korinthias  Community  Center,  245 
Valencia,  7  pm,  $20.  648-1045. 


9  WNDAY 

The  better  than  just  ok  chorale  -  The  SF 
Choral  Artists,  directed  by  Magen 
Solomon,  perform  Christmas  Music  from 
the  Three  Americas  and  afterward  you 
can  join  them  for  caroling  in  exciting  Noe 
Valley.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez,  4  pm  $12.  333-9444 

Posada  if  you  gotta  -  The  Mexican  posa- 
da  tradition,  commemorating  Joseph  and 
Mary’s  search  for  shelter,  is  celebrated 
musically  by  SF  Children’s  Chorus  and 
the  faculty,  students  and  staff  of  the 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street,  noon,  free.  647-6015. 


10  MONDAY 

Cool  tunes  -  Winter  Songs,  Kitka’s  sec¬ 
ond  annual  holiday  concert  features 
music  from  a  wide  variety  of  Eastern 
European,  ethnic  and  spiritual  traditions, 

St  Gregory  of  Nyssa  Episcopal  Church, 
500  De  Haro.  8:30  pm  $20/$  1 8  advance 

(510)444-0323. 


fBScm 


TaCOB?Io  Fiesta’ 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  gnd  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


ENC ANTAD A 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

908  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

•  •  SPECIAL  HOLIDAY  HOURS  •  • 
Mon-Sun.  11:30-7pm,  Fr.-Sat  11:30-8pm 
Telephone:  (415)  642-3939 
email:  encantadagallery®yahoo.com 
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Sat.  Dec.  8,  1  to  5pm 
Jewelry  Trunk  Show 

Great  Mexican  jewelry,  Fnda  Kahlo  replicas 

Sat.  Dec.  15,  10  am  to  2pm 
Tamalada  Workshop 

Make  tamales  for  Christmas!  $45 

Saturday,  December  22 

Join  us  to  celebrate  the  Holiday  Season! 

Encantada  Gallery  has  been  selected  as 
one  of  the  10  best  places  to  shop  fm  gifts 
by  City  Search,  SF  Magazine  and 
the  SF  Bay  Guardian 
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Modern  Times  Bookstore 

888  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
(415)  282-9246 
Mon -Sat  9-9,  Sun  11-6 
www.moderntimesbookstore.com 


Wednesday,  Dec.  5th  at  7:70 

READING  GROUP 

INVESTIGATING  MEDIA  AND  MILITARY 
RESPONSES  TO  9/11 


Friday,  Dec.  7th  at  7:70  pm  ' 

MARGARE  T  RANDAI.L: 

COMING  UP  FOR  AIR  and  WHERE  THEY’ 
LEFT  YOU  FOR  DEAD  HALFWAY  HOME 


Thursday,  Dec  6th  at  7K)0  pm 

MODERN  TIMES  TURNS  30!! 

Come  help  us  celebrate  thirty  years  of 
independent,  progressive  bookselling 
as  the  Mission's  neighborhood  book¬ 
store.  Eat,  drink,  and  make  merry 
with  u6  as  we  remember  our  history 
and  plan  ahead  for  the  next  30  years! 
Performances  and  readings  by  techno¬ 
junta  Los  Cybrids,  J  ewe  lie  Gomez  ( Gikit 
Stnrieh,  Christian  Parenti  ( Lakdban 
.4  ntrnU) ,  and  Mission  based  spoken 
word  trio  Los  Delicados. 


Tuesday,  Dec.  1 1th  at  7:70  pm 

DANYA  RUTTENBERG: 

YENTLE'S  REVENGE 
W  ednesday,  Dec.  1 2tb  at  7:00  pm 
LINDA  WOLF  &  NEVA  WILSON: 
GLOBAL  UPRISING 

with  contributes  and  activists  ftora  Global 
Exchange,  Just  Act,  Ruckus  Society,  &  more! 
Thursday,  Dec  1  7  th  at  7:70  pm 
SOFT  SKULL  PRESS  PARTY 
DAPHNE  GOTTLIEB,  NICK  MAMATAS, 
AND  A.D  NAUMAN 


December  Events 


1  RECYCLE 

2  COMPOST 

3  TRASH 


Happy  Holidays! 

from 

Sunset  Scavenger  and  Golden  Gate  Disposal  &  Recycling 

Your  Local  Recycling  Companies 


SF  Garbage  and  Recycling  Holiday  Schedule 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Dec  24 

Oec  25 

Dec  26 

Dec  27 

Dec  28 

Dec  28 

Regular 
pickup  for 
Monday 

customers 

NO 

PICKUP 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Tuesday 

customers 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Wednesday 

customers 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Thursday 

customers 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Friday 

customers 

Dec  31 

Jan  1 

Jan  2 

Jan  3 

Jan  <4 

Jan  5 

Regular 

pickup  for 
Monday 

customers 

NO 

PICKUP 

Holiday 

pickup  for 
Tuesday 

customers 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Wednesday 

customers 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Thursday 
customers 

Holiday 
pickup  for 
Friday 

customers 

Recycle  Your  Tree  at  the  Curb! 

Clean  trees  will  be  picked  up  for  recycling 
on  your  regular  collection  day  the  week  of 
January  7-11.  Because  trees  will  be  recycled, 
we  cannot  accept  trees  with  flock,  stands, 
tinsel,  ornaments,  lights  or  wires. 

Please  remember,  now  you  can  recycle 
ALL  bottles  and  cans. 

Recycling  Is  Now  As  Easy  As 

*1  2  3 


SF  Environment 


Department  at  the  Environment 
City  &  Covr*Ty  of  Sen  Frenoeco 
w  efenvronmenlcont 


RECYCLE  TRASH  'CT" 

COMPOST  100%  Employee-Owned 

www.5unsetscavenger.com  or  www.goldengatedisposal.com 


Capote’s  Christmas  -  In  a  benefit  for 
Theater  Rhinoceros,  Robert  Coffman 
roads  Truman  Capote’s  A  Christmas 

Memory.  Wine  and  cheese  schmooze  fol¬ 
lows  the  show.  Theater  Rhinoceros,  2926 
16th  Street,  7  pm,  $10.  861-5079. 


Tim 

Such  a  book!  -  Editor  Danya  Ruttenberg 
reads  from  Yentle’s  Revenge:  The  Next 
Wave  in  Jewish  Feminism,  a  collection 
of  essays  by  young  Jewish  women  on  sub¬ 
jects  ranging  from  circumcision  to  the 
JAP  stereotype.  Modem  Times  Books, 
888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246. 


1}  WEDNESDAY 

For  the  kids  -  Sophie’s  holiday  stories 
and  crafts.  Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library, 
500  Cortland,  4  pm,  fee.  695-5160. 

Also  for  the  kids  -  The  Mission  Branch 
Library  hosts  a  children’s  holiday  party 
with  light  refreshments,  games  and  fun. 
300  Bartlett  Street,  6:30  pm,  fee.  695-5090. 

Holiday  stress  reduction  with  essential 
oils  -  Julia  Fischer's  class  covers  the  phys¬ 
ical,  psychological  and  spiritual  aspects  of 
stress  and  how  to  deal  with  them  by  the 
use  of  essential  oils.  Scarlet  Sage  Herb 
Compary,  1173  Valencia,  7  pm,  $10.  821-0997. 
Non-refundable  pre-payment  required  to 
hold  space. 

Two  schools  of  thought  -  Two  unique 
educational  institutions  are  the  subjects  of 
two  documentary  films.  Adventures  of  a 
Radical  Hillbilly  looks  at  the  history  of 
the  Highlander  Research  and  Education 
Center  in  Appalachia.  The  Barefoot 
College  focuses  on  the  Barefoot  College 
of  Rajasthsan  and  its  nonformal  teaching 
methods  for  India’s  poorest  of  the  poor. 
New  College,  777  Valencia,  8  pm,  $3-5. 
www.  climinal.as/newcollege/cinema 

World  shakers  -  The  new  wave  of  inter¬ 
national  troublemakers  tell  their  stories  in 
tire  anthology  Global  Uprising;  on  hand 
for  the  book  party  will  be  Kevin  Danaher, 
Drew  Dillinger,  Malachai  Larrabee-Garza 
and  a  raised  fistful  of  others.  Modem 
Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7  pm,  free. 
282-9246. 

UTHWDAY 

Three  strikes  and  you’re  toast  - 

Vladimir  Gyorski’s  verite- style  drama 
Resin  exposes  the  injustice  of  California’s 
dmg  and  three  strike  laws,  which  have 
incarcerated  over  3,000  non-violent 


Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records 


New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  -  Lps  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  etc. 


2788  Diamond  Street 

(at  Chenery,  in  Glen  Park,  SF) 
phone:  586-3733 

1  block  from 

Glen  Park  BART,  J-Church, 
&  lines  26,  52,  44,  23 
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offenders  for  25  years  to  life  for  minor 
offenses.  The  film  includes  real  judges 
and  prosecutors  playing  themselves. 
Victoria  Theater,  2961  16th  Street,  7:30  & 
9:30,  $10.  (323)  464-1271,  www.  resin- 
themovie.com 

H  FINDAY 

Room  with  a  point  of  view  -  The  SF 
Women’s  Building  hosts  an  opening 
reception  for  its  new  Community 
Resource  Room,  a  computerized  central 
information  center  for  women  and  girls. 
Refreshments,  a  building  tour  and  orienta¬ 
tion  are  part  of  the  event.  SF  Women’s 
Building,  3543  18th  Street,  2-5  pm,  free. 
431-1180. 


i>  mmv 

Multicult  Xmas  Fair  -  The  Mission 
Cultural  Center  holds  its  first  arts  and 
crafts  bazaar,  featuring  the  works  of 
artists  from  all  over  the  Bay  Area  - 
includes  hot  cider  and  cookies.  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2686  Mission  Street,  11 
am  -  5  pm.  821-1155. 

Ho  Ho  Ho  (rror)  -  What  could  be  more 
in  the  yuletide  spirit  than  watching 
Torture  Dungeon  and  Vapors,  the  two 
films  by  Andy  Milligan  ( Blood  Thirsty 
Butchers)  and  20  similarly-themed 
exploiters  hosted  by  Jimmy  McDonough, 
author  of  The  Ghastly  One:  The  Sex-Gore 
Netherworld  of  Andy  Mulligan.  Yerba 
Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  70 1  Mission,  8 
pm,  $6.  978-2700. 


H  KIMW 

Santa  meets  Amahl  -  The  Ina  Chalis 
Opera  Ensemble  performs  Amahl  and  the 
Night  Visitors ,  the  SF  Children’s  Chorus 
sings  and  Santa  visits  at  a  holiday  party 
for  kids.  Refreshments  and  treats. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street,  11:30  am  -  1  pm,  free.  647-6015. 

Billy  the  Squid  -  The’  traveling  chuckle 
wagon  of  sin  and  surrealism  known  as 
The  Tentacle  Sessions  has  affixed  its 
suckers  to  the  Mission.  Every  third 
Sunday  brings  newly  minted  tickle-me- 
Osama  abominations.  Tonight’s  end-of- 
the-year  finale,  A  Fistful  of  Tentacles, 
features  the  best  and  worst  (there’s  really 
no  difference)  of  the  2001  performers. 
Hosted  by  Michael  Peppe.  Spanganga, 
3376  19th  Street  (nr.  Mission),  7-10  pm. 

Two  wheels  good  -  One  thousand  cyclists 
get  together  for  the  SF  Bicycle  Coalition’s 
annual  holiday  party  that  includes  a  live 
auction  for  all  sorts  velocipedal  goodies. 
Go  to  www. sfbike.com  to  review  the  auc¬ 
tion.  \&let  bicycle  parking.  Somarts,  934 
Brannan,  5-11,  auction  at  7.  431-BIKE. 

Seasoned  singers  -  The  Choral  Project 
performs  “Gloria!  Songs  of  the  Season”. 
Mission  Dolores  Basilica,  16th  & 
Dolores,  8  pm,  $20.  ($5  off  if  you  bring  a 
toy  for  tots.).  746-0905  or  www.  choral- 
project.org 

RAWA,  RAWA,  rah,  rah,  rah  -  This  ben¬ 
efit  for  the  Radical  Association  of  the 
Women  of  Afghanistan  has  a  great  line¬ 
up:  Erase  Errata,  20  Minute  Loop,  Mark 
Growden  and  The  Gold  Dust  Tw  ins  (with 
Beth  Lisick).  El  Rio,  3 1 58  Mission  Street, 
8  pm,  $6-60.  273-4681.  Be  sure  and  check 
out  the  RAWA  website  at  www. rawa.org. 


17  MONDAY 

Woodsman  spare  that  rainforest  -  Get 
the  low  down  on  the  cut  down  of  the  rain 
forest  from  two  documentary  films.  In 
Trees,  Toilets  and  Transformation: 
Inspiration  from  El  Salvador, 
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Salvadorans  show  off  their  ingenious 
recycling  and  reclamation  expertise  In 
Saviors  of  the  Rainforest,  two  well- 
intended  filmmakers  discover  the  ironies 
and  paradoxes  of  ecological  correctness. 
New  College  Theater,  111  Valencia,  8  pm, 
$3-5.  www.chminal.as/newcollege/cinema 


nwm 

A  really  tough  neighborhood  -  In 

Promises,  filmmaker  B.  Z.  Goldberg 
returns  to  his  hometown  of  Jerusalem  and 
interviews  seven  Palestinian  and  Israeli 
kids  about  war,  peace  and  growing  up  in 
one  of  world’s  hottest  hot  spots.  Part  of 
KQED’s  P.O.V.  series.  Broadcast  on 
Channel  9  at  10  pm. 


19  mmm 

Non-Christmas  music  -  Big  OL! 
Thunder  Blue  -  live  music  with  Regi 
Harvey.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street,  8 
pm,  $5.  282-3325. 


JOTUWAY 

Kid  stuff  -  Keep  the  small  fry  quiet  for  a 
while  with  a  lulling  dose  of  pre-school 
storytime.  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  500  Cortland,  10:30  am,  free. 
695-5160. 

It’s  a  balmy  day  -  The  spanking  new 
66balmy  Gallery,  located  on  SF’s  most 
muraled  street,  holds  a  reception  for  ”Just 
Bazaar  on  Balmy,”  a  mercado  of  hand¬ 
crafted  items  by  local  artists  perfect  for 
holiday  gifts.  66  Balmy  (duh!),  6-10  pm, 
648-1760. 


21  TODAY 

Refined  and  hootchie-cootchie  bootie 
shakin’  -  Three  beginning  lessons  (7:30- 
9  pm)  and  then  you’re  on  your  own  at  a 
Waltz,  Salsa  and  City  Swing  dance  party 
until  midnight.  Metronopie  Ballroom, 
1830  17th  Street,  lesson  &  party  $15, 
party  only  $9.  252-9000. 


22  mmv 

N.E.W.  Otherness  -  Other  Cinema  con¬ 
cludes  its  2001  season  with  a  screening  of 
New  Experimental  Works,  cutting-edge 
short  films  (a  lot  of  them)  by  today’s  best 
and  weirdest  filmmakers.  Artist 
Television  Access,  992  \folencia,  8:30  pm, 
$5.  824-3890. 


?t  Mum 

Don  we  now  our  gay  acappella  -  The 
San  Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  gives  its 
traditional  Xmas  concert,  featuring  sea¬ 
sonal  songs  for  Christians,  Pagans,  Jews 
and  the  undeclared,  featuring  a  live  auc¬ 
tion  for  the  privilege  of  conducting  the 
chorus.  Castro  Theater,  429  Castro,  5,  7, 
&  9  pm.,  $15.  865-6530.  www.  sfgmc  org 


2)  TUESDAY 

They’re  playing  it  again,  Sam  -  It  may 
not  be  a  Christmas  classic  but  maybe 
that’s  exactly  the  reason  for  ducking  out 
on  the  season  and  catching  the  1942 
Bogart\Bergman  (and  all  the  usual  sus¬ 
pects)  mega-mega  hit  Casablanca.  Roxie 


Cinema,  3117  16th  Street,  2, 4:30,  7,  9:L5, 
$7.  863-1087. 


26  WfDKfSDAY 

Raunchy  camp  -  Devil’s  Holiday 

(shown  at  2:50  &  7:20),  Girl  Without  a 
Room  (4:20  &  8:50)  and  Her  Bodyguard 
(1:30,  6:00  &  10:15):  three  films  from  the 
30’s  with  B-girls,  sugar  daddies  and  gold 
diggers,  released  before  the  puritanical 
Hays  Code  blue-  penciled  the  blueness  out 
of  American  films.  Roxie  Cinema,  3117 
16th  Street,  $7.  863-1087. 


?7  THvmy 

Grownups  -only  -  Dodge  the  noisy  kids 
and  snotty  teens  who  have  showed  up  for 
the  holidays  by  attending  for  this  adult 
reading  group.  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  500  Cortland,  4  pm.  free.  695-5160. 


n  mm 

Dancing  up  a  hill  -  Dance  mavens  and 
beginners  can  both  enjoy  these  ballroom 
hoof-shakers  held  every  Friday  .  This  one 
starts  out  with  three  beginning  lessons, 
7:30-9  pm,  then  a  dance  party  (Tango,  Cha 
Cha.  ECS)  followed  by  a  Jack  N  Jill 
Swing  Contest  from  9:30  -midnighL 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  Street, 
lesson  &  party  $15,  party  only  $9. 252-9000. 


29  mmv 

Cat  doesn’t  scan?  -  Troubled  kitty  own¬ 
ers  will  find  solace  at  Tabby  Tell  AIL,  the 


SF/SPCA’s  monthly  cat  behavior  class. 
Maddie’s  Pet  Adoption  Center,  250 
Florida,  10-11  am.  To  reserve  space  call 
522-3525. 

There’s  something  mighty  queer  about 
that  bug  -  The  Queer  Jitterbugs  present  a 
nrght  of  salsa  and  swing.  Swing  lesson  at 
6:30,  salsa  lessons  at  7:30,  and  dance 
party  from  9  to  midnight.  Synergy 
School,  1387  Valencia  (nr  24th),  $10 
www. groups.yahoo.com/group/queer- 
swingalert 


21  MNMY 

Ludwig  B’s  Ninth  -  Urs  Leonhardt  con¬ 
ducts  the  Community  Music  Center 
Orchestra  in  the  10th  Annual  New  Year’s 
Concert  featuring  Beethoven’s  Ninth 
Symphony  (with  chorale).  Mission 
Presbyterian  Church,  3261  23rd  Street, 
9:30  pm,  $15. 


1 0ANVAJ2Y  TVfSDAY 

Ludwig  B’s  Ninth  encore  -  Mission 
Dolores  Basilica,  16th  &  Dolores,  4  pm 
See  12/31 

■me/tf  ee,  daycc  m  m 

Caryl  Churchill  takes  a  modernist  look 
at  the  English  w  itch-hunts  of  the  1600s  in 
imager  Tom.  “a  play  about  witches  with 
no  witches  '  Shotwell  Studios,  3252  19th 
Street,  through  December  2.  8  pm.  $15. 
262-0477. 


Like  the  teachers  before  you, 
you  imagine  a  finer  world  and  want 
to  be  a  part  of  creating  it.  There  is  no 
better  way  to  do  so  than  by  becoming 
a  California  teacher.  With  a  shortage 
of  qualified  teachers,  talented 
candidates  are  needed  to  work  with 
our  most  valuable  resource  —  our 
children.  Incentives  are  available 
to  help,  such  as  bonuses,  home  loan 


Become 
a  teacher. 


assistance,  student  loan  forgiveness 
and  tax  credits.  Call  1 -888-CALTEACH 
(225-8322)  or  visit  w  ww.calteach.com/ad 
for  complete  information  on  how 
you  can  become  a  leader  in 
California’s  teaching 
profession  — 
and  start  building 
the  world 
you  imagine. 


/Cal  / 
f  Teach 


CSU  Office  of  the  Chancellor 
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New  Mission  News 


That  lovely  gap-toothed  Latina  Lesbian, 
Marga  Gomez,  is  back  in  town  and  star¬ 
ring  in  the  Seven  Days  of  Cochina,  a 
Deviant  Dickens’  look  at  sex  and  global 
warming  during  the  Yulctide  season. 
Features  Frosty  the  Inappropriate 
Snowman  and  the  notorious  Bush 
Puppets  Theater  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th 
Street  Wed.-Sat.  8  pin,  Sundays  7  pm, 
Sunday  matinee  12/2  at  3  pm,  through 
December  22.  $16-22.  861-5079. 

The  Velveteen  Rabbit  a  favorite  modem 
classic,  is  performed  by  the  ODC/San 
Francisco  Dance  company  with  narra¬ 
tion  by  actor  and  clown  Geoff  Hoyle  and 
score  by  Benjamin  Britten.  Yeiba  Buena 
Center  for  the  Arts,  700  Howard  at  3rd. 
Call  978-2787  for  times,  prices  and  spe¬ 
cial  performance  schedule.  Runs  through 
December  9. 

In  a  sequel  to  Orgasmo:  Adult  Escapes 
from  the  Zoo,  award-winning  actress 
Francesca  Fanti  performs  monologues 
by  Nobel  Prize  w  inning  playwright  Dario 
Fo  and  his  wife  Franca  Rame.  The 
Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  Friday-  Sat.,  8  pm, 
Sunday  3  pm,  through  December  15.  Fri- 
Sat  $15-18,  Sun  $8-15  826-5750. 

Dominant  Looking  Males,  a  play  about 
genetics  and  belief,  is  set  in  the  Mojave 
Desert  at  the  beginning  of  the  human 
genome  project.  Thick  House,  1695  18th 
Street,  Thursday-Sundav  at  8  pm  through 
December  16,  $10-20.  401-8081. 

Phillip  Kan  Gotanda  premieres  his  new 
play,  floating  weeds,  w  hich  examines  the 
emotional  turmoil  undergone  by  down- 
and-  outers  in  search  of  a  home. 
Intersection  for  the  Arts.  446  Valencia, 
Thursday  -  Sunday  through  December  23, 
8  pm.  626-3311. 

Choreographer  Kathleen  Hermesdorf  and 


inusican  Albert  Mathias  combine  their  tal¬ 
ents  with  those  of  an  all-star  cast  of 
dancers  in  Bodies  of  Evidence,  six  pre¬ 
miere  dance  works.  ODC  Theater,  3153 
17th  Street,  Thursday  -  Saturday 
December  6-8,  13-15,  8  pm,  $16.  863- 
9834. 

Local  comedy  greats  ho  ho  ho  it  up  at  the 
Holiday  Comedy  Festival  Participating 
gagsters  include  White  Noise  Radio 
Theater,  the  Fresh  Robots,  The  Median 
Brothers,  Bucky  Sinister,  Kaspur  Hauser, 
Beth  Lisick,  Tara  Jepsen,  Please  Leave  the 
Bronx  and  the  Fibbs  Venue  9,  252  9th 
Street  Thursday-  Saturday  December  6- 
15,  $10-15. 289-2000  or  www. venue9.com 

A  working-class  Latino  family  struggles 
w  ith  cultural  and  economic  stress  in  Craig 
Acosta  Rowe’s  Family  Matters.  Jon 
Sims  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519  Mission 
Street  Saturday  -  Sunday  December  8  & 
9  and  Friday  -  Sunday,  December  14-16, 
8  pm,  $5-10.  554-0402. 

OMiOiMj 

CVCM5,  Closes  M  KKIB 

The  SFSPCA  offers  several  different  dog 
obedience  classes  throughout  the  month. 
Call  the  Dog  Training  Division  at  554- 
3509  for  details  or  go  to  www,  sfspca.org. 

Ever  wanted  to  visit  Alcatraz  at  night? 
Here’s  your  chance.  Night  tours  of  the 
Rock  -  with  special  nature  and  history 
programs  geared  to  the  interests  of  locals 
rather  than  tourists  -  are  now  a  veiy  hap¬ 
pening  thing.  Revenues  from  ticket  sales 
support  restoration  and  preservation  of  the 
National  Park.  Tickets  are  $18  and  avail¬ 
able  by  calling  705-5555.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  go  to  www. nps.gov/alcatraz 


The  spanking  new  66balmy  Gallery, 
located  on  SF’s  most  muraled  street,  pre¬ 
sents  ”Just  Bazaar  on  Balmy,”  a  merca- 
do  of  handc  rafted  items  by  local  artists 
perfect  for  holiday  gifts.  66  Balmy,  12-7 
Sunday  -  Wednesday,  12-9  Thursday  - 
Saturday,  Receptions  with  live  music  and 
eats  on  12/1, 12/5  &  12/20, 6-10  pm  648-1760. 

Mrs  or  ow  wcck 
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Youth  from  10-13  years  can  learn  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  media,  paper  mache,  sculpture, 
print-rfiaking,  batik,  puppet,  mask,  and 
jewelry -making  skills  at  a  workshop  from 
3:30-5:30  pm.  Pnecita  Eyes  Mural  Arts, 
2981  24th  St.,  $8  per  session  or  $50  for 
ten-class  membership.  285-2287. 

Monday  Night  Marsh  -  Stand  up  come¬ 
dy  and  performance  art  by  both  the 
newest  lights  and  dimmest  bulbs  in  the 
field.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  8  pm, 
$7.  826-5750. 

Tutors 

Are  you  smarter  than  Cliff  Claven?  Try 
the  Pub  Quiz  hosted  by  Angie.  Fun  and 
prizes.  Dylan’s,  2301  Folsom  @  19th, 
8:30.  641-1416'. 

After  school  films:  A  Christmas  Carol 
(4th),  There’s  No  such  thing  as  a 
Chanukah  Bush,  Sandy  Goldstein 
(11th)  and  Imani  (18th)  will  be  shown  at 
the  Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library,  500 
Cortland,  at  4  pm,  free.  695-5160. 

Samba  for  Activists,  taught  by  Akinyele 
Sadiq,  is  designed  to  bring  more  energy, 
culture  and  joy  to  demonstrations,  meet¬ 
ings  and  presentations.  CELLspace,  2050 


p  vmttr 
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5ervingThe  Best  MARCARITAS 
Authentic  MEXICAN  CUISINE  / 
in  the  Bay  aRea 


WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 
11AM-2PM 
SATURDAY 
AND  SUNDAY 
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TREK 

Huge  selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  &  Clothing 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  ■■  All  Makes  and  Models 

WE  BOX  BIKES  FOR  travel 


VALENCIA 
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SPECIALIZED 
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HOURS: 
Sun  llam-5pm 
Mon  through  Sat  10am-6pm 


1077  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales) 


(between  20th  and  21st  Streets) 

1065  Valencia 

550-6601  (repairs) 


Bryant  Street,  4  pm,  $5.  648-7562. 

WCMSW 

Figure  painting  for  beginning  and 
advanced  artists  wanting  to  learn  to  paint 
and  draw  the  male  and  female  form.  One 
pose  is  worked  on  per  class.  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts,  2981  24th  St.,  7-9:30  pm,  $8 
per  session  or  $50  for  ten-class  member¬ 
ship.  285-2287. 

Indulge  your  chess  addiction  with  the  all¬ 
levels  Chess  Club  at  4  pm,  or  practice 
your  Scrabble  skills  at  Scrabble  Nights  at 
7  pm,  all  ability  levels  welcome.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland 
Avenue,  7  pm,  free.  695-5090. 

Practice  your  Spanish  in  an  all-levels 
Spanish  Conversation  Group  OR,  at  the 
same  time  and  place,  join  other  word  war¬ 
riors  for  Scrabble  Night.  Bernal  Heights 
Branch  Library,  500  Cortland  Ave.,  7  pm, 
free.  695-5090. 

The  International  Socialist  Organization 
holds  weekly,  open  meetings  at  the  SF 
Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street,  7-9 
pm.  336-5034. 


7WW 


Treat  kids  ages  3-5  to  Preschool 
Storytime  at  the  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett  Street  at  10:30  pm  695-5090. 

rows 

Gamesters,  this  is  your  night.  Everything 
from  Scrabble  to  Cribbage  can  be  played 
with  the  regulars,  irregulars  and  newbies 
at  SF  Games  in  their  new  location  at 
Mission  Grounds  Cafe,  3170  16th  Street, 
7  pm,  free.  820-3200  Ext.  105. 

Here’s  an  opportunity  to  see  the  worst 
films  of  Elizabeth  Taylor:  Boom!  12/7 
7:30  &  9:45,  Ash  Wednesday  and  X,  Y, 
and  Zee  12/14  7:30  &  9:15,  Secret 
Ceremony  12/21  7:30  &  9:45.  Yerba 
Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701  Mission 
Street,  $6.  978-2700. 

Learn  to  ballroom  dance  at  beginning 
Ballroom  Dance  Lessons,  followed  by  a 
Ballroom  Dance  Party.  Dance  contests 
held  the  last  Friday  of  every  month. 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  St., 
lessons  7:30  pm,  dance  party  9  pm,  $15 
for  both,  $9  for  the  party  only.  252-9000. 

MW 

Storytime  en  Espanol  for  the  whole  fam¬ 
ily.  Afterwards  take  part  in  a  short  craft 
activity.  Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  St.,  12  noon,  free.  695-5090. 

Found  footage,  experimental  works  of 
genius  and  the  just  plain  wacky  are  all  part 
and  parcel  of  the  short  and  feature  length 
films  screened  at  the  legendary  Other 
Cinema.  Artist  Television  Access,  992 
Valencia,  8:30  pm,  $5.  824-3890. 

SIMM* 

Free  live  classical  music  concerts  at  the 
Community  Music  Center.  Call  647-6015 
for  details.  No  performance  12/23 
&  12/30. 

Terry  (“The  Lesbian  Woody  Allen”) 
Baum  and  Dr.  Michael  (“The  Resident 
Expert’)  Goldhaber  peruse  the  news  of  the 
day  for  insight  and  guffaws  with  help 
from  the  audience  in  Operation  Infinite 
News.  Cafd  Du  Nord,  2170  Market,  6  pm, 
$5  Runs  until  most  of  the  world’s  prob¬ 
lems  have  been  solved. 
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Featuring  regional  Italian  cuisine 
and  down  home  comfort  food 
served  with  equal  flair. 


...it’s  o  ghetto  4  star  restaurant. 


ft 


thursddy  -  sdturddy  sunddy  -  tuesddy 
6pm-2dm  6pm-12dm 

18  Virginia  si.  dt  mission,  now  serving  weekend  brunch 

206  -  2086 


ABADA  Capoeira 

Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  20th )  •  5F  •  (415)  284-6196  •  mvw.abada.org 
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'Open  7  Days  10  a.m  -2  a.m. 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 

3"x  5"  or  4"x  6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1263  24 exp.  $1623  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B& W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $225 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  photofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  •  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


Stop  paying  ridiculous 
garage  sale  prices. 


www.thrifttown.com 


4,000  items  arriving  daily. 

2101  Mission  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  •  (415)  861-1132 
(corner  of  17th  &  Mission) 

Store  hours:  9  am  -  8  pm  •  Sat  1 0  am  -’7  pm  •  Sun  1 1  am  -  6  pm 


$3.00  OFF 

(Any  $10.00  purchase  or  more) 

Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit  one 
coupon  per  customer.  Please  present  this  coupon 
prior  to  purchase.  Good  through 

December  30,  2001 
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New  Mission  News 


Smallpox:  history  and  current  threat 


Smallpox  is  a  viral  disease  which  has 
been  experienced  throughout  the 
world  for  hundreds,  if  not  thou¬ 
sands  of  years.  It  was  widely  prevalent  in 
Europe  and  w  as  brought  to  the  Americas 
by  the  first  colonists,  and  then  spread  very 
quickly  throughout  the  indigenous  Indian 
populations  of  South,  Central  and  North 
America  The  disease  was  horrible,  caus¬ 
ing  intense  fev  ers,  body  aches  and,  most 
characteristically,  a  terrible  oozing  pustu¬ 
lar  rash  w  hich  scarred  for  life  those  w  ho 
survived. 

When  the  Spanish  came  to  Central 
and  South  America,  the  Aztec  and  Inca 
populations  were  devastated  by  the  dis¬ 
ease.  In  fact,  more  of  them  probably  died 
from  smallpox  than  were  killed  by 
Spanish  soldiers.  One  statistic  quoted  is 
that,  due  in  large  part  to  smallpox,  the 
population  ofCentral  Mexico  plunged  to 
less  than  3  million  in  1568  from  25  mil¬ 
lion  in  1519.  In  North  America,  many 
Indian  tribes  were  decimated  and  in  fact 
were  deliberately  given  infected  blankets 
as  a  means  to  kill  them  off;  an  early  form 
of  biological  w  arfare. 

The  first  vaccine 

Smallpox  was  the  first  disease  for  w  hich  a 
vaccine  was  created.  An  English  physi¬ 
cian,  Edward  Jenner,  first  created  the  vac¬ 
cine  in  1796  using  serum  from  cows.  He 
observed  a  similarity  between  a  disease 
affecting  cows  and  transmitted  to  milk¬ 
maids  and  others,  and  surmised  that  it 
gave  them  protection  from  smallpox.  A 
compulsory  “immunization”  program  w  as 
established  in  1853  and  by  1867,  due  to 
strict  vaccination  laws,  97%  of  •  the 
English  population  was  inoculated.  By 
1907  the  compulsory  vaccination  was 


stopped. 

In  the  USA  it  only  became  compulso¬ 
ry  after  1902,  and  although  the  official 
year  of  stopping  the  vaccination  was 
1971,  all  but  nine  states  no  longer  made  it 
compulsory-  after  1929.  In  the  1970s,  the 
World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  enact¬ 
ed  a  massive  smallpox  vaccine  campaign 
in  Africa.  By  1977,  the  WHO  declared  the 
disease  eradicated. 

The  vaccine  is  routinely  cited  as  the 
major  reason  the  disease  was  eradicated, 
but  studying  the  statistics  brings  this 
assumption  into  questioa  In  England, 
between  1857  and  1859,  there  were 
14,244  deaths  from  smallpox.  This 
increased  to  20,059  between  1863  and 
1865,  ten  years  after  the  vaccine  had  been 
widely  introduced. 

When  the  vaccine  was  introduced 
into  the  Philippines  after  the  First  World 
War  about  25  million  shots  were  given, 
with  about  160,000  coming  down  with  the 
disease  after  that  time. 

There  are  a  few  important  conclu¬ 
sions  to  be  considered  here.  First,  the  rea¬ 
son  why  so  many  indigenous  Indians  were 
seriously  affected  by  the  disease  is  that 
they  had  no  genetic  immunity  to  the  dis¬ 
ease.  The  disease  had  been  prevalent  in 
Europe  for  many  hundreds  of  years,  and 
in  that  time  some  level  of  immunity  had 
been  developed  to  the  disease.  The  story 
of  the  colonization  of  the  world  is  one  of 
the  transfer  of  many  diseases  which  deci¬ 
mated  indigenous  populations.  It  was  the 
same  w  ith  the  Aborigines  of  Australia  and 
the  Pacific  Islanders  when  Captain  Cook 
sailed  around  that  area. 


LOW  FEE 

PYSCHOTHERAPY 

NEW  COLLEGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY  PROGRAM 
COMMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  INTERNS  PROVIDING  INDIVIDUAL,  COUPLES 
AND  FAMILY  THERAPY  TO  THE  COMMUNITY. 

741  VALENCIA  STREET 

(415)  437-3456  _ 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  'friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1 2 10  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(4 1 5)  974-8980  (5 1 0)  84 1  -8987 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


www.goodvibes.com 


I -800-BUY-VIBE 


The  fact  of  genetic  immunity  also 
brings  into  question  the  efficacy  of  the 
vaccine  Statistics  seem  to  show  that  the 
mortality  rate  of  the  disease  was  already 
in  serious  decline  prior  to  the  vaccine’s 
introduction.  The  same  is  hue  with  other 
vaccines.  People  still  got  certain  diseases, 
but  notto  the  extent  that  they  used  to. 

The  fact  of  developing  genetic  immu¬ 
nity  to  diseases  has  not  been  considered 
seriously  enough  when  evaluating  the 
effects  of  vaccines.  Also,  vaccines  arc 
known  to  produce  quite  serious  effects, 
which  are  much  more  likely  to  occur  in 
populations  where  there  is  little  genetic 
immunity.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
body  does  not  have  its  own  immunity 
developed,  and  the  inoculation  of  a  live 
virus  can  therefore  create  an  acute  reac¬ 
tion. 

Mass  vacillation  program 

The  Government,  as  of  November  10th, 
has  announced  that  it  is  going  to  begin 
mass  production  of  a  new  smallpox  vac¬ 
cine,  spending  up  to  2  billion  dollars  to 
produce  millions  of  doses.  An  ABC  news 
item  on  the  subject  said  that  only  “a  few 
people  died  from  the  vaccine,”  rather  an 
understatement  of  the  farts.  Also,  the 
vaccine’s  shelf  life  is  10  years;  if  it  is  not 
used  in  that  time,  a  lot  of  money  will  be 
going  to  waste. 

While  concern  over  bio-terrorism  is 
justified,  we  have  no  evidence  of  any 
forthcoming  attack  using  smallpox.  It  is 
true  that  smallpox,  as  a  weapon  of  bio-ter¬ 
rorism,  is  potentially  more  dangerous  than 
anthrax  due  to  the  infectious  nature  of  the 
disease.  However,  the  ability  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  to  be  transmitted  to  huge  numbers  of 
people  is  limited,  even  if  it  is  spread  in  an 
urban  area. 

Our  ability  to  contain  diseases  is 
much  greater  than  in  previous  genera¬ 
tions,  as  is  our  ability  to  treat  them. 
Hygiene  levels  and  water  quality  have 
greatly  improved,  the  two  most  important 
factors  in  the  eradication  of  disease  in  the 
developed  world. 

Also,  while  it  is  due  that  we  now 
have  one  to  two  generations  of  people 
who  may  have  little  immunity  to  the  dis¬ 
ease,  many  people  throughout  the  world 
whose  ancestors  already  had  the  disease 


would  still  have  some  natural  immunity, 
as  opposed  to  an  immunity  from  vaccina¬ 
tion. 

Many  diseases  come  and  go  over  the 
centuries  and  are  a  reflection  of  social, 
economic  and  overall  patterns  of  life. 
These  diseases  have  a  natural  life  cycle 
and,  over  time,  gradually  diminish.  The 
extraordinary  ability  of  the  human  organ¬ 
ism  to  ultimately  develop  immunity  to 
diseases  and  adapt  to  the  threats  of  bacte¬ 
ria  and  viruses  is  one  of  the  wonders  of 
our  evolutioa 

There  is  no  doubt  that  we  have  to 
maintain  vigilance  in  this  area  as  it  is 
probably  the  greatest  threat  to  human  sur¬ 
vival  apart  from  our  own  self-destructive 
tendencies  but  we  also  have  to  be  careful 
not  to  introduce  new  strains  of  viruses  and 
bacteria  into  the  life  cycle,  especially 
through  vaccines  and  from  abuse  of 
antibiotics. 

At  present,  it  is  very  unlikely  that  the 
Government  will  want  to  introduce  com¬ 
pulsory  vaccination  for  smallpox.  The 
cost  is  very  high  and  even  the 
Government  accepts  that  the  vaccine  is 
potentially  dangerous.  Also,  the  fart  is,  as 
stated,  we  have  no  evidence  that  a  terror¬ 
ist  attack  using  smallpox  is  planned.  As 
mentioned  in  last  month’s  article,  we  all 
have  to  put  into  perspective  the  media’s 
tendencies  for  over-dramatization. 

It  is  possible  that  the  vaccine  may  be 
used  for  the  military,  which  may  be  con¬ 
troversial  considering  the  very  serious 
side  effects  of  the  anthrax  vaccine. 
Finally,  partly  due  to  the  fears  of  our  cur¬ 
rent  time,  and  seeing  people  like  Rudy 
Guiliani  getting  his  flu  shots  on  TV  and 
recommending  all  others  do  the  same,  we 
are  now  in  the  middle  of  our  flu  jab 
mania. 

As  we  have  said  at  this  time  for  the 
last  two  years,  there  is  no  reason  to  get  a 
flu  shot,  especially  if  you  are  healthy. 
The  wisdom  of  putting  a  foreign  antigen 
into  your  body,  not  to  mention  the  mer¬ 
cury  and  formaldehyde  used  to  stabilize 
the  vaccine,  is  highly  debatable  unless 
.you  are  particularly  vulnerable  to  the  dis¬ 
ease. 

Let’s  not  overreact. 


QUAIN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

Since  1984,  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive 
Acupuncture  Treatment  Programs 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  S  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 

CHILDCARE  PROVIDED  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 
DROP  IN  TREATMENT  FOR  ADDICTION  AND  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY 
PRIVATE  INSURANCE  MEDI  CAL,  WORKERS  COMP  PERSONAL  INJURY 

455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  415-861*4964  qyhac@aol.com 
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Alfonso  Texidor 


WATCHANDO 


Disabled  El  Salvador 
Vets  Organize  to  Rebuild 

The  war  in  El  Salvador  left  devasta¬ 
tion  across  the  literal  landscape. 
Whole  regions  were  pockmarked 
with  craters  the  size  of  houses  from 
bombings  that  occurred  during  the  war. 
Houses  and  bridges  were  blown  away, 
and  infrastructures  were  destroyed  in  the 
countryside  as  well  as  the  cities. 

Devastation  of  the  human  landscape 
was  equally  destructive,  and  maybe  hard¬ 
er  to  repair.  Displaced  families  tried  to 
reunite,  but  there  remained  many  home¬ 
less  older  people,  widows,  and  orphans. 
Thousands  of  maimed  and  disabled  war- 
veterans,  who  returned  as  civilians,  still 
live  in  poverty  and  marginalized  condi¬ 
tions  across  the  nation. 

But  the  signing  of  the  Peace  Accords 


in  1992  failed  to  address  the  issue  of  dis¬ 
placement  of  the  people,  or  to  provide  a 
realistic  means  to  reintegrate  the  ex-com¬ 
batants  into  normal  civilian  life. 

And  that’s  why  a  group  of  disabled 
veterans  of  the  war  formed  the  FUN- 
DELIDDI  Foundation —  Foundation  of 
the  Disabled  and  Handicapped  for 
Integral  Development  —  to  create  med¬ 
ical,  social,  educational,  housing,  and  job¬ 
training  programs  to  help  the  disabled 
veterans  and  their  families. 

The  FUNDELIDDI  Foundation  is 
based  in  El  Salvador,  and  they  have  many 
friends  and  supporters  in  the  Bay  Area 
Over  35  artists  well-recognized  in  the 
community  have  recently  donated  their 
work  to  raise  money  for  the  project 

For  info:  Back  to  Picture/Latin  American 
Gallery  924  Valencia  St.,  SF  94110 


Dylan’s  Pub  Raises 
$33,000  for  School  in 
El  Salvador 

Titch  Jones  is  a  bom  internationalist. 
He  is  the  owner  of  Dylan’s  Pub,  a 
funky  neighborhood  bar  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Folsom  and  19th  Street.  He  is  a 
Mission  resident  who  was  bom  in  Wales. 
The  pub’s  name  honors  the  great  Welsh 
poet,  Dylan  Thomas.  Titch  is  also  a  soccer 
fan,  and  he  formed  the  Dylan’s  Pub 
Soccer  League  to  indulge  his  passion  for 
the  game. 

Last  year,  Dylan’s  Soccer  Club 
played  in  the  Hawaiian  Soccer  League 
2000,  where  Dylan’s  Club  joined  forces 
with  the  SF  Salvadoran  Soccer  League. 
Titch  hooked  up  with  Amilcar  Mayen 
from  the  Salvadoran  team  at  the  sports 
competition,  and  Amilcar  became  the 
coach  for  Dylan’s  club  after  the  event. 
Amilcar  Mayen  is  the  director  of  Dolores 
Street  Community  Services.  He  was  bom 
in  the  village  of  Las  Colinas,  Sonsonate 
Province,  El  Salvador.  He  showed  snap¬ 
shots  of  his  hometown  to  Titch  and  his 
friends  at  Dylan’s  and  he  spoke  eloquent¬ 
ly  about  the  plight  of  his  people. 

The  Welshman  and  the  Salvadoran 
became  friends,  allies  who  try  to  do  some¬ 
thing  more  creative  than  dishing  out  plat¬ 
itudes  and  political  rhetoric  tochange  the 
conditions  of  poverty  in  Las  Colinas. 
Dylan’s  Pub  formed  a  delegation,  and 
Amilcar  went  to  El  Salvador  with  Titch, 


Titch  Jones,  definitely  one  of  the  good  guys. 

land  surveyor  Malcolm  Gerry.and  engi¬ 
neer  Oliver  Rafferty'.  They  visited  the 
school  in  Las  Colinas,  a  one-room  shack 
of  corrugated  steel  painted  bright  blue, 
without  electricity  or  runningwater,  and 
staffed  mostly  by  volunteers. 

They  estimated  a  minimum  cost  of 
more  than  $30,000  to  meet  their  basic 
goals  of  building  a  new  school  and  a  soc¬ 
cer  field;  they  also  needed  new  desks, 
books,  teaching  supplies,  and  computers. 
The  school  will  accommodate  350  chil¬ 
dren,  ages  7-14  years.  Theyopened  a  bank 
account,  the  Las  Colinas  School  Project, 
and  raised  $33,  500  in  a  6-month  period 
since  March  of  2001. 

Titch  doesn’t  trust  ‘business  as  usual’ 
—  he  believes  in  the  power  of  grassroots 
efforts.  Titch  says,  “You  can  only  do  it  at 
the  community  level  ...  you  can’t  do  it 
through  corporations  or  local  government 
bureaucracies  —  with  honest  freedom.” 

Titch  doesn’t  hesitate  or  mess 
around.  He  got  the  ball  rolling  and  he  put 
his  organizational  talents  to  good  use 
when  he  got  back  from  El  Salvador.  He 
tapped  into  his  support  system  (his  little 
black  book)  and,  with  considerable  Welsh 
flair,  he  contacted  friends  and  cronies  in 
the  US  and  the  British  Isles.  Others  did 
the  same. 

Dylan’s  Pub  Soccer  Club  sponsored 
the  Home  International  Away  Soccer 
Tournament  in  SF’s  Balboa  Park,  with 
local  teams  from  Wales,  Ireland. 
Scotland,  and  England  -  Dy  lan’s  Pub, 


Martin  Mack’s  Irish  Pub,  England’s  Mad 
Dog,  and  Scotland’s  Edinburgh  Castle. 
They  donated  the  proceeds  of  the  compe¬ 
tition  to  the  fundraising  project.  They 
had  raffles,  t-shirt  sales,  and  d.j.  spins 
such  as  Mission  Rock  Rave,  Bullet  Proof, 
Wicked  Records,  Tweeking  Records,  and 
Latin  Night  at  Mambo  Mambo  in 
Oakland,  concerts,  all  kinds  of  music, 
including  jazz,  delta  blues,  htp-hop,  and 
spoken-word  poets. 

The  network  included  other  pubs  in 
cities  across  the  U.S.,  such  as  Molly 
Malone’s,  in — of  all  places — Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The  Oldtown  School  of  Folk 
Music  in  Chicago  organized  a  concert  fea¬ 
turing  eight  different  bands.  The  partici¬ 
pation  to  raise  funds  was  even  extended 
overseas,  into  the  British  Isles,  and 
friends  in  Kent,  England,  also  raised 
money  for  the  school  project. 

The  actual  work  to  build  the  school 
begins  in  January,  2002.  “We’re  just  a 
little  neighborhood  pub  in  the  Mission 
District,  just  one  community  helping 
another  community —  internationally,” 
Titch  concluded. 


For  more  information,  write  to:  Las 
Colinas  School  Project  c/o  Dylan 's  Pub, 
2301  Folsom  St.,  S.F  94110. 

A  New  Lease  on  Life 

After  two  years  of  endless  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  landlord  who  tned 
to  evict  them,  El  Balazo/Mission 
Badlands  Gallery  finally  reached  an 
agreement  that  will  allow  them  to  remain 
5  more  years  -until  2006-  at  their  present 
locatioa 

El  Balazo  has  been  in  existence  since 
1997-98.  They’ve  produced  a  series  of 
low-budget  shows  (often  twice  a  month), 
featuring  local  artists  from  the  U  S.  and 

Latin  America,  as  well  as  Germany'  and 
other  European  countries 

The  exhibitions  often  include  differ¬ 
ent  artistic  media  and  styles  -  paintings, 
graphic  arts,  collages,  sculptures,  and 


Bauazo 
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even  cartoon  artwork  by  well-  known 
local  cartoonists  such  as  Spain 
Rodriguez. 

The  gallery  also  features  a  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  musical  events,  including  rock 
bands,  rock-en-espaflol,  hip-hop,  salsa, 
and  jazz. 

They'  have  a  strong  following  among 
youth  interested  in  alternative  arts  and 
music  in  the  Mission,  and  their  member¬ 
ship  consists  mostly  of  a  multiculturalar- 
ray  of  young  people  in  their  20s  &  30s. 
with  a  few  older  geezers  in  their  50s,  such 
as  myself. 

Bom  in  Mexico,  graphic  artist  Jesus 
Angel  Txutxo  (or  “Chucho”)  Perez,  36,  is 
the  heart  and  soul  of  ElBalazo  Gallery. 
He’s  alway  s  there  taking  care  of  business, 
whether  putting  up  the  art  display  s  in  the 
shows,  tending  the  door  or  serving 
refreshments  at  the  events  or  working  in 
the  gallery  in  the  day  time  hours 

The  other  members  of  the  collective 
are  Jose  Luis  Garcia.  Aaron  Clement 
Suzy  Franco.  Blanca  Amezcua.  and 
Victor  Castro. 

El  Balazo 'Badlands  Gallery,  2811 
Mission  St  @  24th  57. Tel:  920-0896 

Dec.  14-8  pm:  Group  exhibition  by  7 
photographers. 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts 

Felices  Fiestas 

End  of  Semester  Show/Show  de  Fin  de  Semestre 

Saturday/Sabado,  December  1  5,  2001  from  3  00  to  6  00  pm 

Saturday,  December  1  5th,  marks  the  end  of  our  Summer/Fall  semester  That  day  we 
hold  our  traditional  Performance  and  Art  Exhibit  We  invite  the  general  public  to  visit 
us  and  learn  more  about  what  our  instructors  and  students  do  at  the  Center 
Come  celebrate  with  art,  music  &  good  food! 

End  of  Semester  Exhibit:  Inti  Raymi  Gallery  1  1  OOam  -  5  00 


Arts  &  Crafts  Bazaar 

Saturday/Sabado  Dtciembre  1  5 
1  1  OOam- 5  00pm.  Gallery 

Our  First  Holiday  Bazaar  is  to  take  place  on  Saturday 
December  1  5th,  from  1 1  00  am- 5:00  pm  in  the 
main  gallery  on  the  second  floor.  Artists  &  Artisans 
from  the  Bay  Area  will  be  selling  their  Arts  &  Crafts. 
Please  come  jo«n  us  and  participate  with  your  whole 
family  For  more  info  call  Patncia  Rodriguez,  Gallery 
Coordinator  at  (41  5)  643-2775  or  email  us  at 
mfo@MissionCulturalCenter.  org . 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts 

2868  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415.821.1155  •  MissionCulturalCenter.org 
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VALENCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 

“SF’s  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym” 


333  VALENCIA 


(NEAR  H-1H  ST.) 


626-8360  OR  WWW.VALBKlASTOffTMUSQi.COAA 

*  First  time  local  residents  only.  Offer  expires  1/1/02 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE: 

■Reliable,  clean  vehicles  "Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
"Locally  owned  &  Family  Operated  ■  Open  7  days  a  week 


Gallery  guy  Sean  Kelly  with  one  of  Attaboy’s  boys. 


(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

the  Mission! 


Refrigeration 


Serving  the  Community  for  37  Yesrs!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 


2783 1601  St  ".“ST 415-431-0255 


WAVYWOOTPRINTS,  INC. 

SHOES  STUFF  FOR  KIDS 

We  have  all  of  your 

Back-to-School  needs  covered: 

% 

Uniform,  Athletic,  and  Casual  Shoes 

Plus 

Backpacks  <&  Accessories 

3961  24th  Street  415-285-3668 

Open  10-6  Every  Day 


New  performance 
uenue  creates  more 
room  for  local  talent 

Feeling  the  City  lacked  a  proper 
space  for  comedians  and  artists  to 
perform,  Sean  Kelly  created 
Spanganga  -  a  revamped  storefront 
church  at  3376  19th  Street.  Spanganga 
was  created  as  a  haven  for  artists  and 
comedians  of  all  genres.  Kelly,  a  per¬ 
former  himself  (with  a  day  job,  of  course), 
took  things  into  his  own  hands  when  he 
realized  how  difficult  it  is  for  comedians 
and  artists  to  find  performance  venues. 

Spanganga  is  half  theater  space,  half 
gallery  space.  There  are  plans  to  annex 
the  space  next  door  and  expand  the  oper¬ 
ation  within  the  next  month.  Kelly’s 
vision  for  Spanganga  is  to  create  a  world- 
famous  comedy  venue,  as  well  as  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  space  for  underground  performance 
in  an  irreverent  and  minimalist  atmos¬ 
phere.  Sean  Kelly  is  the  artistic  director, 
and  is  assisted  by  Melinda  Whitehouse 
(who’s  responsible  for  booking  talent) 
and  Abner  Nolen  (the  gallery  curator). 

When  you  walk  into  Spanganga' s. 


gallery  you’re  greeted  by  the  bright  car¬ 
toon  images  of  Attaboy  (whose  artistic 
talents  have  also  lent  a  hand  in  the 
revamping  of  several  of  Milton  Bradley’s 
games).  You’ll  also  see  the  works  of 
Harmon  Leon,  Keith  Hart,  Rodney 
Escher,  and  Chris  Campasi  -  all  for  sale 
and  all  definitely  worth  a  look.  The  the¬ 
ater  portion  of  Spanganga  holds  46  and  is 
an  intimate  (read:  there  isn’t  a  bad  seat  in 
the  house)  setting  to  watch  performances. 

Neighborhood  feedback  on 
Spanganga  so  far  has  been  great  “We’ve 
had  positive  feedback  from  neighborhood 
residents  and  our  landlord  is  really  enthu¬ 
siastic  about  what  we’re  doing  with  the 
space,”  says  Kelly.  When  asked  if  he’s 
had  any  complaints,  Kelly  only  men¬ 
tioned  a  typical  one  of  those  rehabbing 
space:  “Ripping  up  seven  layers  of  floor¬ 
ing  was  just  no  fun,”  he  said. 

Spanganga  holds  a  gallery  opening 
on  the  first  Friday  of  each  month  -  the 
next  one  is  on  December  7th.  Performers 
who  wish  to  use  the  space  pay  a  flat  rate. 
Slots  are  filling  up  quickly,  so  if  you’re 
interested,  call  soon.  To  book  space,  call 
Melinda  Whitehouse  at  821-1102  and 
leave  a  message^  or  send  an  e-mail  to  . 


Creativity  documented 
at  Creativity  Explored 

ife  Itself  is  a  documentary  movie 
about  adults  with  disabilities  and 
their  experiences  at  Creativity 
Explored,  a  nonprofit  organization  located 
here  in  the  Mission.  The  film  was  con¬ 


ceived  by  filmmakers  Todd  Herman  and 
Francis  Kohler,  both  facilitators  at 
Creativity  Explored,  which  helps  adults 
with  disabilities  find  artistic  expression 
through  the  creation  of  art. 

The  film  is  a  52-minute  look  into  the 
lives  of  three  people  -  Michael  Bernard 
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Loggins,  40,  Sue  Chan,  41,  and  Allura 
Fong,  27  -  who  are  devclopmentally  dis¬ 
abled  and  attend  classes  at  Creativity 
Explored.  Loggins  writes  for  self-expres¬ 
sion,  while  Chan  and  Fong  use  paint  as 
their  medium.  The  documentary,  using 
Loggins  as  the  primary  narrator,  outlines 
the  struggles  and  triumphs  faced  by  peo¬ 
ple  with  disabilities  as  they  navigate 
through  their  daily  lives. 

Loggins,  Chan  and  Fong  all  have 
unique  living  situations  Herman  and 
.Kohler  wanted  to  show  viewers  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  lifestyles  among  developmental ly 
disabled  adults.  Loggins  lives  at  home 
with  his  parents;  Chan  lives  in  a  long-term 
care  facility;  and  Fong  lives  with  her  fam¬ 
ily  (which  has  the  time  and  resources  to 
provide  her  with  high-quality  care).  The 

difference  in  living  situations  is  stark.  The 
film  shows  us  some  of  the  grim  realities 
of  living  in  a  large,  crowded,  long-term 
care  facility,  and  contrasts  this  with  the 
many  more  resources  and  amenities 
afforded  to  Fong  due  to  her  financial  situ- 
atioa 

The  film  does  not  try  to  sugarcoat 
any  of  the  difficulties  or  struggles  faced 
by  the  people  it  profiles.  There  are  many 
sobering  moments  in  the  film  -as  when 
Loggins  discusses  painful  memories  from 
his  childhood  and  talks  about  the  ridicule 
he  faced  from  strangers  in  the  street.  But 
there  are  happy  moments  too,  like  when 
Loggins  proudly  attends  an  art  opening 
displaying  his  work.  The  film  itself  is  shot 
in  black  and  white,  and  the  camera  work 
is  often  unsteady  and  jarring.  The  result  is 
a  film  that  looks,  according  to  filmmaker 
Herman,  “raw  and  direct,  like  this  place.” 

Life  Itself  will  be  shown  at  these 
venues  and  times. 

S.F.  Library  Main  Branch,  Koret 
Auditorium  (lower  level)  Thursday, 
December  6,  6  pm. 

Exploratorium  Sunday,  January  27, 
2002,  2  pm. 

Red  Vic  Movie  House  Sunday,  February 
3,2002  2,4,7:15,9:15  pm. 


For  information  on  seeing  Life  Itself  go 
to  the  Website  at  or  call  863-2946. 


You’ve  seen  the  film 
now  go  to  the  sale 

Doesn’t  it  seem  like  aH  the  good 
stuff  happens  on  the  same  night? 
Creativity  Explored ’ s  Holiday 
Open  House  and  Opening  Night  Benefit 
Art  Sale  is  happening  on  December  7th ' 
(that’s  right,  it’s  the  same  night  of 
Spanganga’s  Gallery  Opening).  Luckily, 
Creativity  ExplorecTs  Holiday  Open 
House  has  Extended  Sale  Days  on 
December  8th  and  9th  (but  quite  frankly,  I 
don’t  think  anyone  would  mind  if  you  ran 
back  and  forth  between  the  two  venues  on 
Friday  night...) 

If  you’ve  not  familiar  with  Creativity 
Explored,  you’re  in  for  a  treat.  Creativity 
Explored s  sale  features  one-of-a-kind  art¬ 
work  by  local  artists  with  disabilities.  The 
artists  use  a  variety  of  media,  including 
ceramics,  painting.  textiles,  drawing,  tex¬ 
tiles,  and  sculpture.  If  you  don’t  find  any 
artwork  that  lights  your  home  fires,  you 
can  purchase  Creativity  Explored  T-shirts, 
notebooks  and  note  cards.  There’s  also  a 
raffle,  which  features  prizes  from  local 
stores  and  eateries. 

The  Creativity  Explored  Gallery  is 
located  at  3245  16th  Street  (between 
Dolores  and  Guerrero). 

For  more  information  on  the  reception 
and  art  sale ,  call  Creativity  Explored  at 
863-2108,  visit  their  Web  site  at ,  or  send 
e-mail  to 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 

SCHOOL; 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 

41  5-567-6 1 77 

www.synergy.pvt.kl  2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


dogearSC"0 


sell 

trade 


10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


Exclusively  Full-Figured 
Women's  Apparel 


Open  Sunday  through  Thursday  By  Appointment 

355  Lexington  Street  •  San  Francisco 
415.648.3903  •  dcurves@hotmait.com 


RENT  BLONDIES  FOR 
NEW  YEAR’S  EVE 


Valencia  Stfeet  (Between  1 6th  &  1 7th) 
Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 
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Give  peace  an  embrace 


This  gang  is  well  armed  but  not  in  the  dangerous  way. 

Approximately  200  people  received  free  hugs  at  Powell  Street  Bart  Station  on 
Thanksgiving  Day.  “  We’ve  inspired  more  gleams  from  people’s  eyes”  says  Miguel 
Angel  from  the  newly  formed  Hug  Association.  Its’  Mission  District  members  gave  all 
willing  yet  bew  ildered  people  strong  hugs  to  keep  this  human  tradition  alive.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  realizing  that  they  were  free,  came  back  for  more.  This  is  the  first  of  many 
more  free  hug  actions  that  will  be  taking  place  throughout  San  Francisco  and  the  world. 


2575  TtU&AiCQl 
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HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  Mew  &  Antique 


I'm  Suzie,  a  6-year-old  black  with 
brindle  German  Shepherd  mix.  I 
weigh  60  pounds,  and  I'm  a  super 
sassy,  smart  girl  w  ho  is  hungry  for  a  lov¬ 
ing  home.  Everyone  here  at  the  San 
Francisco  SPCA  loves  me  a  lot,  and  they 
give  me  plenty  of  belly  mbs  (one  of  my 
favorite  things).  But  what  I  really  want  is 
a  warm  home  and  someone  to  call  my 
own-someone  who  will  spend  time  with 
me,  take  me  for  walks  -and  love  me 
through  and  through. 

I'm  not  only  lovely,  I'm  also  smart  as 
a  whip,  if  I  do  say  so  myself.  I'm  a  star 
student  in  obedience  class,  and  I  earned 
official  AKC  certification  for  completing 
the  Canine  Good  Citizen  course  and  test. 
The  Canine  Good  Citizen  program 
rewards  dogs  like  me,  who  have  good 
manners.  It  helps  us  integrate  into  the 
community. 

The  course  covers  all  kinds  of  dog¬ 
gie  manners  and  obedience  skills.  Here 
are  just  a  few  of  the  things  I  learned:  sit¬ 
ting  politely  for  petting;  walking  nicely 
on  leash  and  through  crowds;  doing  "sit" 
and  "down"  on  command;  staying  in 
place;  coming  when  called;  and  accept- 


Happy  holidays  from  Suzie 


ing  friendly  strangers.  1  also  know  some 
very  cute  tricks. 

Along  with  getting  belly  rubs,  I  love 
taking  long  walks,  going  for  rides  in  the 
car  and  napping  near  a  special  person.  I 
like  to  be  the  center  of  attention,  so  I 
would  do  best  in  a  dog-sawy  adult  home 
where  I'm  the  only  animal. 

If  you  are  interested  in  adopting  me, 
come  visit  me  at  The  San  Francisco 
SPCA,  2 5 00- 1 6th  Street,  SF,  CA  94103. 
415-554-3000.  www.sfspca.org 


CRIME 


RON  MCGLASHAN 


ROBBERY  ON  MISSION  ST. 

2000  BLOCK  OF  MISSION  STREET, 
NOV.  6, 11  PM 

A  young  woman  was  attacked  from 

behind  and  thrown  to  the  ground.  The 

assailant  then  robbed  the  woman  of  her 

• 

valuables.  The  assailant  fled  the  area  on 
foot.  The  victim  was  unharmed. 

ROBBERY  ON  22ND  ST. 

22ND  AND  VALENCIA  STREET, 
NOV.  8, 2:30  AM 

A  cab  driver  had  picked  up  a  fare  in  the 
city  and  dropped  him  off  at  the  above 
locatioa  As  the  passenger  exited  the  cab, 
he  pressed  a  metal  object  against  the  neck 
of  the  driver  and  demanded  all  of  his 
money.  The  driver  complied  and  the  sus¬ 
pect  fled  the  area  on  foot. 

KNIFE  ROBBERY  ON 
MISSION  STREET 
25 TH  AND  MISSION  STREET,  NOV. 
13, 1  AM 


Two  men  armed  with  a  knife  approached 
two  unarmed  men  and  demanded  all  of 
their  money.  The  victims,  fearing  for  their 
lives,  complied  with  the  demands  of  the 
suspects.  The  suspects  fled  the  area  on 
foot. 

ROBBERY  ON 
SOUTH  VAN  NESS 

24 TH  AND  SOUTH  VAN  NESS,  NOV. 
14, 1:30  AM 

A  man  gave  a  person  a  ride  home.  As  the 
passenger  exited  the  car,  the  driver 
demanded  all  of  the  passenger’s  money. 
The  passenger  refused  and  was  brutally 
beaten  by  the  driver.  The  victim  regained 
consciousness  on  the  street  and  discov¬ 
ered  that  he  had  been  robbed  of  all  valu¬ 
ables  to  include  his  shoes. 

This  column  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public 
service  of  the  SFPD  Office  of  Public 
Affairs  and  Crime  Stoppers.  If  you  have  a 
question  or  comments,  please  call  the 
office  at  553  1651. 


Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  •  Graham  Webb  •  •  •  • 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Happy  holidays  to  all  our  great  customers! 

rrl  Quality 

Products  and 

Cuts  ft  Styling  •  Color  •  highlights  Excellent  Service 

Deep  Conditioning  Treatment  for  Women  <fi  Men 


3166  -22nd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9410 
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Al’s  Cafe:  absolutely  home  cookin’ 


by  vmiller 

f  it’s  cute  new  potatoes  cuddled  up 
with  coy  spinach  and  cleverly  carved 
carrots  you  want  after  a  hard  day  on 
the  job,  Al 's  Cafe  is  not  for  you.  But  for 
those  who  want  the  sting  of  their  salt  mine 
assuaged  by  a  hearty  plate  of  meat  and 
potatoes,  this  is  definitely  the  place  to 
dine.  In  the  Missions  ongoing  battle 
between  the  trendy  high-end  eateries  and 
down-to-earth  home  cookin’  establish¬ 
ments,  Al’s  reigns  as  a  king  of  old-fash¬ 
ioned  chow. 

There’s  none  of  the  surly  attitudinal 
wait  staff  here,  just  long-time  neighbor¬ 
hood  people  like  Jean  Joseph,  who  knows 
most  of  the  customers  by  name  and  has 
known  some  of  them  for  40  years  (when 
her  father,  Al,  first  opened  Jim’s  Donut’s 
in  1960).  But  even  Jim’s  Donuts,  now  El 
Taco  Loco,  was  not  the  beginning.  A 
photo  on  the  wall  at  Al’s  shows  proud 
grandfather  Angelo  in  front  of  Angelo’s 
Lunch  in  Canton,  Ohio,  circa  1937-  ham 
sandwiches  100. 

Clan  founder  Angelo  shares  the  wall 
with  the  stars  of  his  era:  Bogart,  Cagney 
and  Bette  Davis.  For  a  time,  a  branch  of 
the  family  also  operated  a  movie  theater 
and  the  flotsam  and  jetsam  of  that  enter¬ 
prise,  lobby  posters,  publicity  stills  and  all 
manner  of  Hollywood  Golden  Era  memo¬ 
rabilia,  fill  up  every  nook  and  cranny. 

Cathy  and  I  first  tried  out  Al's  for 
breakfast  and  found  it  to  be  a  very  popu¬ 
lar  spot,  indeed,  for  very  good  reasons. 
First  of  all,  a  full  pot  of  coffee  is  immedi¬ 
ately  delivered  to  your  table:  no  waiting 
around  for  refills!  All  breakfasts  are 
exceptionally  hardy  and  reasonably 
priced.  T  recommend  the  hamburger  steak 
and  eggs  with  home  fries  for  just  $7.50. 
Jim’s  Big  Scramble  (3  eggs,  ground 
chuck,  mushrooms,  onions,  bell  peppers 
and  tomatoes)  with  toast  and  home  fries  is 
also  quite  a  tasty  bargain  at  $5.75. 

Pleased  with  the  morning  experience, 
we  decided  to  check  out  the  new  dinner 
hours  that  began  in  November.  The  place 
was  uncrowded  the  first  day,  which  was 
good  because  it  gave  us  a  chance  to  talk  to 
Jean. 

At  the  counter,  beneath  the  stem 
countenance  of  Bette  Boop  cautioning  me 
not  to  smoke,  I  ordered  one  of  the 
evening’s  specials,  a  roast  pork  dinner, 
hoping  it  would  make  rapid  inroads  on 
my  growing  hunger  and  loosen  the  icy 
grip  of  a  bone-chilling  November 
evening.  The  entree  was  preceded  by  a 
fresh  green  salad  (with  bacon!)  and  a  real¬ 
ly  delicious  homemade  chicken  soup, 
served  piping  hot  so  that  with  each  bite  a 
wave  of  warmth  dispelled  the  gloominess 
imposed  by  San  Francisco’s  trademark 
damp  air. 

The  pork-  thick  and  tender  -  was 
accompanied  by  fresh  string  beans  and 
three  heaps  of  mashed  potatoes.  Both 
pork  and  taters  were  covered  with  steamy, 


The  night  shift  Jean  and  Nacho 

rich  gravy..  Including  a  soda,  the  bill  came 
to  less  than  ten  dollars,  a  real  deal  for  a 
real  meal. 

Cathy  ordered  one  of  the  other  spe¬ 
cials,  the  leg  of  lamb,  and  found  it  very 
tasty  because  of  the  rich,  garlicky  gravy. 
But  she  was  mostly  won  over  to  Al’s  by 
Jean’s  warmth  -  if  she  doesn’t  know  your 
name,  in  the  long  standing  diner  tradition 
you  become  either  “Hon’’  or  “Dear”-  and 
a  memories-of-home  lumpiness  in  the 
mashed  potatoes.  “My  nana  made  them 
like  that.  This  is  like  eating  at  the  home  of 
relative,”  Cathy  said,  summing  up  both 
cuisine  and  ambiance. 

After  dinner,  Jean  showed  us  a  back 
room  filled  with  Christmas  presents  to  be 
given  out  to  the  kids  of  long-time  cus¬ 
tomers  and  wherever  they  are  needed. 
There  were  also  shelves  of  decorations  for 
the  celebration  of  Easter,  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas  and  every  one  of  the  major  hol¬ 
idays  for  which  Al's  is  appropriately  and 
cheerfully  decorated  throughout  the  year. 
“San  Francisco  has  been  very  kind  to  us. 
We  try  to  give  back  what  we  can,”  Jean 
said. 

This  is  the  kind  of  kindness  that 
stretches  a  long  way,  as  illustrated  by  the 
L  A.  anecdote  Jean  recounted.  Some 
years  ago  she  became  lost  in  the  com¬ 
plexities  of  the  L  A.  Freeway  system  and 
found  herself  making  the  same  frustrat¬ 
ing.  repetitive  loop,  vainly  searching  for 
the  Disneyland  Hotel.  Observing  this,  a 
CHP  officer  pulled  Jean  over  to  see  if  she 
was  drunk.  She  explained  she  was  from 
San  Francisco  and  was  just  uncertain 
about  all  this  on-and -off-ramp  stuff. 

The  cop  inquired  where  in  the  City, 
and  the  conversation  quickly  zeroed  in  on 
Jim  s  Donuts  where  the  cop,  when  he  was 
a  wild  teenager,  had  been  frequently,  but 
evidently  gently,  ejected  by  Jean’s  dad. 
“So,  when  he  found  out  my  father  owned 
Jim 's  Donuts  he  said,  ‘Well  you  just  fol¬ 
low  me,  ma’am’  and  gave  me  a  police 
escort  to  the  Disneyland  Hotel,”  Jean 
related  with  a  chuckle. 

That’s  the  kind  of  customer  loyalty 
Jean’s  family  has  created  over  the  years. 
(It’s  also  one  great  cop  and  donut  story.) 

Al 's  Cafe  is  located  at  3286  1/2  Mission 
Street.  They  are  open  Sunday  7-5, 
Monday  7-3  and  Tuesday  to  Saturday,  7 
am-lOpm.  Phone  641-8445. 


oodwill’s 

All  Clothing:  $1.25 


Auctions: 

Electronics,  Etc. 

starting  at  $1 0/rack 

86  1 1th  Street 
(between  Market  &  Mission) 


All  the 


Holiday  Fixings 


We’re  cooking 
Fresh  Crab  daily! 

(weather  permitting) 


Fresh 

Holiday  Turkeys 

featuring 
Free  Range  Diestel 
and 

Norbest  Natural 
Turkeys 


Ducks,  Geese, 
Gallinas, 
Quail  &  Rabbit 

Free  Range  Poultry 

Specialty 
Poultry  Sausages 


Cooking  up 

Cioppino,  Paella  or  Bouillabaisse? 

We’ve  got  the  finest  quality 
clams,  mussels,  shrimp,  scallops, 

&  fish  —  whole,  sliced,  or  filleted! 


(415)  282-3331 
2590  Mission  Street,  @  22nd 
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319916th  St J 


415.241  0240 
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Thank  You 

to  the  voters  of  San  Francisco  and  Brisbane  and  to  the  broad  cross  section  of 
working  men  and  women  in  organized  labor,  the  business  community,  Democrats, 
Republicans,  liberals  and  conservatives  who  helped  our  campaign  defeat 
Proposition  F  and  Measure  I  by  lending  their  endorsements,  walking  precincts, 
staffing  phone  banks  and  making  other  contributions  to  our  efforts. 

Thank  you: 

San  Francisco  Planning  and  Research  Association  (SPUR) 

San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Building  Owners  and  Managers  Association 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  Local  1245 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  Local  6 
Communications  Workers  of  America  Local  9410 
Communications  Workers  of  America  Local  9415 
Engineers  and  Scientists  of  California  Local  20 
San  Francisco  Building  and  Construction  Trades  Council 
Committee  on  Jobs 
City  Democratic  Club 
African  American  Democratic  Club 
RFK  Democratic  Club 
FDR  Democratic  Club 
Westside  Chinese  Democratic  Club 
Ron  Brown  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Republican  Party 
Log  Cabin  Republicans 

National  Women's  Political  Caucus  SF  Chapter 
U.S.  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
Mayor  Willie  L.  Brown 
Supervisor  Tony  Hall 
Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom 
Doug  Chan 
Mayone  A.  Williams 
David  Bracker 
Laurence  Young 
Howard  Epstein 
Dennis  J.  Norrington 
Elsa  Cheung 
Terry  Vogt 
Kevin  L.  Blackwell 
Walter  Wong 
Ernest  Chuck  Ayala 
Michael  A.  DeNunzio 
Cynthia  R.  Amelon 
Andrew  Ariey 
David  Heller 
John  W.  King,  Jr. 

John  Bauman 
Teresa  Wu 
Marsha  Carter 
Ed  &  Virginia  Murphy 
Joseph  Corvi 
John  W.  King,  Sr. 

Rosanne  DeMartini 
John  A.  Ertola 

Your  tireless  efforts  made  the  difference. 

On  November  6,  San  Francisco  and  Brisbane  voters  recognized  that  Proposition  F  and  Measure  I 
would  have  set  up  costly  new  bureaucracies  with  more  risk,  more  cost  but  no  more  electricity. 

Now  that  the  election  is  over,  public  officials  should  focus  on  the  City's  real  priorities  such  as 
the  economy,  public  safety,  housing  and  repairing  our  aging  water  and  sewer  system. 

Coalition  for  Affordable  Public  Services 


Susan  Horsfall 
Barbara  Frith 
Greg  Cochran 
Naomi  Gray 
Leonora  Corvi 
Rose  Meneguzzi 
Winchell  T.  Hayward 
Sululagi  Aliivaia  Palega 
Vince  Courtney 
Greg  B.  Macabenta 
Helen  Raborn 
Joe  O'Donoghue 
Sandy  Mori 
Darlene  Coleman 
Selina  Moses 
Jake  S.  Ng 
Queen  E.  Pitre 
Esther  E.  Rebizzo 
Roxanne  Stevenson 
Katherine  Munter 
Yoland  Thompson 
Mary  Vae 
Claudia  Viek 
Harold  M.  Hoogasian 
Toye  Moses 
Cheryl  Deaver 
Rebecca  Silverberg 
Donald  Casper 
Steve  J.  Doi 
Astella  M.  Kung 
Babette  Drefke 
Dick  Mak 
Tom  Hsieh 
Arnold  Chin 
Julie  Lee 

Brendan  J.  Stronge 
Rebecca  Delgado-Rottman 

Editorial  Endorsements 

San  Francisco  Chronicle 
San  Francisco  Examiner 
San  Francisco  Independent 
Asian  Week 
Bay  Area  Reporter 

(partial  list) 
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Library 

Lady 


beauty  ty, 

WTU.I0  til ';o  t 


Mission  Branch 


Get  behind  the  news  at  the  library 


Have  the  events  of  September  11th 
and  their  aftermath  left  you  want¬ 
ing  to  know  more?  Are  you  curi¬ 
ous  about  the  background  and  motivations 
of  the  Taliban?  Or  how  things  got  to  their 
current  state  in  the  Middle  East?  Do  you 
want  to  find  a  way  to  put  these  confusing 
events  into  context?  The  Library,  which 
serv  es  as  a  source  of  information  on  so 
many  topics,  can  help  you  answer  your 
questions  on  this  one  too! 


information  about  the  events  of 
September  11th,  go  to  the  Library  web 
page  at  sfpl.org  and  click  on  “What’s 
New.”  If  you  don’t  have  a  computer  at 
home,  come  on  in  and  use  one  at  the 
Library! 

Programs  at  the  Mission  Library 

December  Special  Program  for  all 
ages  —  Children’s  Holliday  Party  with 
light  refreshments,  fun  and  games  on 
Wednesday,  December  12  at  6:30  p.m. 


Keep  the 

Arts  Alive 


VOLUNTARY 


VACF  it  a  k»TM  of  tke  City  mR  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Give  to  the  VACF: 


[COHTRIKUTIOM 

HE 

I 

3 

415.554.6710 

kttp://sffftJL*r£/(nMits_lttiiri/v«4imJrtiiW 
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We’ve  been  working  on  increasing 
our  supplies  of  books  that  can  help  give 
background  information  on  recent  events. 
Some  examples  of  books  you  can  find  at 
the  library  include: 

On  The  Middle  East: 

“The  Arabs  and  Israel  for  Beginners”  — 
Thiss  brief  history  can  be  read  in  about  an 
hour. 

“Understanding  the  Contemporary 
Middle  East"  —  A  collection  of  articles 
by  scholars  in  diverse  fields  that  goes 
beyond  the  stereotypes  of  oil  derricks  and 
veiled  women.. 

On  me  Taliban: 

“The  Taliban:  Militant  Islam,  Oil  and 
Fundamentalism  in  Central  Asia”  -  A 

Pakistani  journalist  brings  a  wealth  of 
expertise  to  this  history  and  analysis  of 
the  impact  of  the  Talibaa 

On  Muslim  Religion  and  Identity: 

“Islam:  A  Short  History”  —  This  book 
profiles  the  Islamic  ffaith  as  a  rich  and 
vital  religion  far  more  complex  than  that 
suggested  by  modem  fundamentalists. 

Other  books  by  the  author,  Karen 
Armstrong,  a  highly  acclaimed  religion 
writer  and  former  nun,  include  “The 
Battle  for  God;  ”  “A  History  of  God:  the 
4000-year  quest  of  Judaism,  Christianity, 
and  Islam;  ”  and  “Muhammad:  A 
Biography  of  the  Prophet.  ” 

On  Modern  Warfare  a,  U.S.  Foreign 
Policy: 

“Black  Hawk  Down  ”  —  A  vivid  descrip¬ 
tion  of  a  U  S.  Special  Forces  team’s  fire- 
fight  in  Somalia  in  1993.. 

"Blowback:  The  Costs  and 

Consequences  of  American  Empire  ”  — 
This  insightful  and  often  troubling  analy¬ 
sis  of  American  foreign  policy  focuses  on 
the  unintended  negative  consequences  of 
American  actions  abroad.. 

As  I’ve  mentioned  in  previous 
columns,  the  Library  provides  access  to 
computer  databases  of  all  kinds  of  infor¬ 
mation,  including  magazine  and  newspa¬ 
per  articles.  Some  of  the  best  for  updates 
and  background  information  on  recent 
events  are: 

Infotrac:  One  File  —  Thousands  of  mag¬ 
azine  and  journal  articles.. 

Proquest:  Newspapers  —  Thousands  of 
newspaper  articles. 

Electric  Library  —  Radio  and  television 
transcripts  as  well  as  encyclopedia  and 
other  articles.. 

For  more  information  about  books,  as 
well  as  web  sites  and  other  sources  of 


There  are  Children’s  Storytimes  in 
English  and  Spanish  on  Thursday  and 
Saturday  mornings  Call  415-695-5090 
for  more  information. 

See  you  at  the  Library!  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to  the 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News, 
3288  21st  Street  #202,  SF.  CA  94110,  or 
feel  free  -to  email  her  at  Librarylady 
@s fpl.org  Susan  Cohen,  librarian 
Mission  Branch. 


Special  Discounts 
to  Nonprofit 
Organizations 


NOW 

AVAILABLE 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 
1009  Valencia  St,  (nr  21  st)  ^ 

Telephone:  326-6700  Fax:  326-6701 


Chagall  &  Gogol 
Jasper  Johns  & 

Samuel  Beckett 

Brancusi  & 

James  Joyce 

Picasso  &  Balzac 
Howard  Hodgkin  & 
Susan  Sontag 

Now  at  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  see  180 
exquisite  works  by 
some  of  the  greatest 
names  in  art 
and  literature. 

Artists' 
Books 
in  the 
Modern 

Era  1870-2000 

The  Reva  and 
David  Logan 
Collection  of 
Illustrated  Books 

6  October  2001- 
6  January  2002 


* 

4 


% 


1* 


Henri  Matisse,  tcuz,  1947 
C2001  Succession  H.  Matisse, 
Paris/ Artists  Rights  Society 
(ARS),  New  York 


And  this  year,  thanks  to 
Ford  Motor  Company,  general 
admission  to  the  Legion  is  free 
every  Tuesday.  Enjoy. 


Ford  Free  Tuesdays  are  made  possible  by  Ford  Motor  Company. 


CALIFORNIA  PALACE  OF  THE"-'.,  jis  %s  mo  . 
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Cafe  /  Reetaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  S.PAIN 

Home  of  5(H)ANGRI(L)A 
Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CSfe^TO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5^10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 


Radio  Havana 

Social  Club 


Poetry 

Reading 


i 


A.K.A 


VAUNCBA 


8pm  to  round  midnight 
monday  thru  Saturday 


(41 5r  824-7659 


Yuca  & 
Blacfr 
Beans 

Cuban 
Beer 

Art  &  Music 

Near  -22nd 


1109 

VALENCIA  STREET 


Ode  to  Hunger 

His  Will  is  dungeoned, 
cloistered  in  World  Bank’s  vaults. 

The  spirit  of  his  riotous  wishes 

trapped  in  Stock  markets. 

his  Tumultuous  Dreams, 

his  monetary  inquisitive  eyes 

casting  exorcising  spells  on  the  sparkling 

coin. 

His  funeral  howling  wind 
his  driving  forces:  Alphabet  of  the  Poor 
that  mdermine  their  cwn  economic  fcxndations. 
Rising  from  the  Hallways  of  Terror 
as  scarecrows  to  established  fads. 

My  insurrectional  Poems: 

will  destroy  the  Dictatorial  Acronyms  of 

Wealth 

Burying  the  Advocates  of  Free  Market. 
Demystifying  the  Faith  of  Mercenary  Horde, 
digging  a  common  Grave 
for  the  same  mortgaged  Future. 

They  shall  distribute  the  fruits 
of  my  Christian  spirit. 

From  the  Roof  of  the  World  Bank. 

Lurks  a  Malignant  Eagle  with  absolute  Mentality 
surveying  the  rubbles 
of  its  programmed  Poverty. 

Above  the  Dome  of  the  Bell  of  Hope 

on  the  Sand  dunes  of  Bethlehem’s  Desert 

Dreams  of  Civil  Liberty 

witness  the  destabilization  of  the  NORTH. 

The  Pacifist  hunger  trapped  in  steel  Vaults, 
the  Piles  of  unemployed  Bones. 

The  Rancor  of  his  ambivalent  Will  and 
his  Soul  roaming  through 
the  Alleys  of  Big  Capital: 
are  prisoners  of  bank  accounts. 

Let  all  gather  at  the  Liberation's  last  supper. 
Come  thee  heaven’s  indigents! 

Come  thee  starving  homeless! 

Come  thee  children  of  pawned  Future. 

The  entire  family  that  struggle 
for  structural  change 
at  the  last  Hour. 

We  will  crush  the  Columns  of  organized  terror 
into  the  World  Bank  of  Starvation. 

Walter  Gomez 

What’s  happening? 

This  old  world  to  be  what  seems  as  not 

Here  now  new  thoughts  in  true  words 

A  bigger  experience  for  all 

I  don't  really  feel  happy  this  way 

A  new  old  cosmic  movement 

Explosive  daily  news  deep  breath  please 

I  shall  feel  the  thinking  of  nothingness 

Wondering  in  my  surrenderings 

Happy  unhappy 

Visions  of  solution  in  confusion 

Dissolving  it  all  in  deep  and  long  meditations 

Move  along  so  our  loving  planet 

With  or  without  directions  for  better  or  for 

worse 

And/or 

The  first  big  bang  out  of  blasting  sparks 

The  meaning  of  Mother  Earth  Shiva 

birth/death  renewal  loss 

Action  time  bang  bang  bang 

But  some  leading  into  nothingness  total  void 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning  ***Amen*** 

Hari  OM  ‘Peace’  be  unto  all 

by  and/or  revealed 
Maritsa  Antonietta  Di  Meglio 


MARION  (COOK)  GENE  DORIS  IRMA  CARL 
FRED  GEORGIA  CASEY  MICHAEL  MRS. 
CURTIS  DAVID  MARK  DARTMOUTH  PLACE 
RICHMOND  BOSTON  MECHANICSVILLE 
TREMONT  STARE  AT  THE  STATE  STREET 
BANK  AND  TRUST  WHERE  MARION 
WORKED  IN  THE  FIFTIES  IN  THE  SIXTIES 
IN  THE  SEVENTIES  MAYBE  IN  THE  EIGHT¬ 
IES  AND  THEN  SHE  RETIRED  AND  WENT 
TO  LIVE  IN  VIRGINIA  NEAR  HER  SON  AND 
HIS  NEW  KITH  AND  KIN  UNTIL  AUGUST 
2001  JUST  SO  FINE  AND  WOULD  HAVE 
BEEN  83  IN  SEPTEMBER.  RICK  COOK 
CALLED  ME  SAID  SHE'LL  BE  CREMATED 
AND  NEXT  SUMMER  BE  INTERRED  IN 
EAST  BLACKSTONE  IN  MASSACHUSETTS 
IN  A  FAMILY  SERVICE  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
HER  MOM  /MRS.  CURTIS  WAS  MY  LAND¬ 
LADY  IN  1960  AND  1961  AND  MARION 
AND  16  YEAR  OLD  RICK  LIVED  THERE 
TOO  AND  EDNA  ROSSER  SHOCKLEY  AND 
DICK  SHOCKLEY  FOR  AWHILE  AND  FRAN 
BRASSSARD  AND  SOME  HIS  BUDDIES  ON 
THE  TOP  ATTIC  FLOOR  AND  THERE  WAS 
THIS  FAVORITE  NIECE  WHO  USED  TO 
VISIT  NAMED  ALICE  LEE  WHO  LATER 
MARRIED  FRANK  AND  IRMA  WINTER  AND 
HER  TWO  (THEN)  DAVID  AND  MARK  AND 
HER  HUSBAND  CARL  ( LAST  HEARD 
ALIVE  TWO  YEARS  AGO  OR  MORE).  I  WAS 
IN  GRADUATE  SCHOOL  AND  WORKED  AT 
WGBH-TV  AND  WENT  THEN  INTO  THE 
PEACE  CORPS  AT  THE  BEGINNING  AND 
THEN  WENT  TO  GHANA  BUT  I  ALWAYS 
WENT  BACK  TO  SEE  MARION  THERE  OR 
IN  VIRGINIA  AND  ONCE  SHE  COME  HERE 
AND  GOT  TO  KNOW  RICHARD  STEGER 
AND  MY  MOM  AND  RICHARD  AND  I  VISIT¬ 
ED  HER  IN  BOSTON  AND  IN  RICHMOND 
AND  I  WOULD  CALL  HER  ON  THE  PHONE 
AND  SHE  WOULD  CALL  ME  AND  WRITE 
AND  IN  JUNE  SHE  SAID  YOU  KNOW  I'LL 
BE  83  IN  SEPTEMBER  AND  I  WAS  HUNT¬ 
ING  TO  FIND  THE  BEST  BIRTHDAY  CARD 
IN  CAPTIVITY  BUT  SHE  DIED  AND  RICK 
SAID  SHE  TOLD  HIM  RICK  I’M  DYING 
SLOWLY  BUT  I’M  DYING  AND  SO  BEFORE 
SHE  DID  RICK  CALLED  FOR  IRMA  AND 
DORIS  AND  GENE  AND  ALICE  LEE  AND 
FRANK  TO  COME  AND  THEY  CAME  BUT 
SHE  DIED  JUST  BEFORE  AND  THEN  A 
DAY  OR  SOTHEY  WERE  GOING  THROUGH 
HER  ADDRESS  BOOK  AT  HER  APART¬ 
MENT  AND  THEN  RICK  CALLED  ME  AND  I 
COULD  BARELY  HANDLE  IT  WOULDN'T 
YOU  KNOW  (AND  RICK  HAD  JUST  SAID  I 
WAS  JUST  A  KID  AND  I  SAID  BACK  TO  HIM 
RICK  YOU  WERE  SIXTEEN  AND  I  WAS  22 
AND  23)  AND  THEN  I  ASKED  TO  SPEAK  TO 
IRMA  WHOM  I  ALSO  LOVED  AND  WHO 
SEEMED  SO  MUCH  LIKE  HER  MOM  MRS. 
CURTIS  SO  DECENT  KIND  FULL  OF  QUIET 
FUN  BUT  MARION  CUT  A  BROAD  SWATH 
WITH  HER  HUMOR  AND  HER  WIT  AND 
HER  RESOUNDING  VOICE  AND  ALL 
EMBRACING  WAYS  NO  ONE  WHO  EVER 
GOTTOKNCW  HER  COULD  DENY  HER  CHARM 
SO  LONG  MARION  YOU  WILL  ALWAYS  BE 
THE  CAT'S  MEOW  TO  ME.  9ADD  TO  THIS 
IF  ALIVE  WOULD  CLEAR  UP  THE  TYPOS 
AND  STUFF)  (AND  SHE’D  LAUGH  WHILE 
DOING  IN  AND  MAYBE  SHE’LL  AGAIN) 

EDWARD  MYCUE 

Send  your  poetry  submissions  to 
vmiller4@mindspring.com 
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Steppin'  Out 


Bemie  Jungle,  b.  Mossman  and  Adam  McCauley  Photo  by  Lotte  Svenningsen 


Cold  beers  and  Warm  Wires  at  Pete’s 


Pete’s  Corner’s  at  Caesar  Chavez  and 
Alabama  has  got  bars  on  the  door, 
and  you  gotta  get  buzzed  in.  You 
gotta  put  your  head  up  to  the  metal  grate 
door  and  if  the  owner  don’t  know  you, 
you  might  have  to  convince  her  that 
you’re  ok.  This  veiy  basic  feature  lias 
stopped  the  influx  of  neighborhood  nefar¬ 
iousness  from  coming  in  In  fact,  the  bar 
stands  almost  as  a  refuge  from  the  dregs 
of  drugs,  gambling,  and  gang-related  rep¬ 
rehensible  despicable  activity  tliat  exists 
outside  on  the  street. 

Now,  take  local  band  Warm  Wires: 
they’re  kind  of  like  Pete’s  Comer  in  a 
way.  You  gotta  get  buzzed  in,  so  ta  speak, 
cause  they  got  bars  up,  bars  up  against  the 
dregs  of  reprehensible  Unapproachable 
melodic  maladies  and  despicable  social 
silage.  In  other  words,  they  sound  good, 
not  bad.  They  can  make  a  song,  and  the 
stuffs  got  the  potential  to  stand  the  test  of 
time,  not  not  stand  the  test  of  time  .  And 
they’ve  found  themselves  at  the  heart  of  a 
community  that’s  embracing  music. 

A  refuge  from  the  moany 

In  other  words,  there’s  the  kinda  music 
crowd  that’s  kinda  ‘clicky-moany-fussy- 
arms-crossed  what  are  ya  gonna  do  for  me 
now?’  and  there’s  the  kinda  music  com¬ 
munity  that’s  like  a  refuge  from  all  that. 
And  you,  the  reader,  you  probably  know 
which  one  you’re  in. 

B.  Mossman,  lead  singer  of  Warm  Wires, 
says,  ‘I’ve  never  understood  why  there 
isn’t  a  local  label  that  really  takes  all  these 
SF  bands  and  puts  ’em  all  together  on  one 
thing,  or  even  a  local  label  to  unify  the 
labels.  Or  something  like  that.  Because  it 
seems  like  San  Francisco’s  ready  to  break 
in  some  ways.  There’s  something  that 
could  be  national  and  not. he  drifts  off. 

This  band  is  seasoned  and  they’ve 
been  through  the  touring,  they’ve  been 
through  the  college  radio,  they’ve  been 
through  the  members  moving  away, 
they’ve  been  through  the  label  crap. 
We’re  sittin’  at  the  bar,  right  in  front  of  the 
sign  that  says:  ‘If  your  woman  turns  cold 
on  you,  don’t  blame  the  girl,  blame  the 
machinery.’  Or  sometliing  to  that  effect, 
but  in  Spanish.  The  other  sign  says.  “If 
drinkin’  the  wine  caused  you  to  lose  your 
job,  don’t  quit  the  wine,  quit  the  job.”  Or 
something  like  that,  except  it’s  in  Spanish 
and  I’m  no  expert 

A  meat  puppet  vision 

Mossman  turns  and  says:  “I  saw  the  Meat 
Puppets  at  some  bar  when  I  was  20  or 


something  and  I  said,  ‘This  is  what  I 
wanna  do,’  and  basically  I’ve  done  it  I 
never  thought  about  all  that  other  shit 
enough.  I  just  wanted  to  rock  100  people 
some  night  at  a  bar.  So  that’s  what  I  want¬ 
ed  and  that’s  what  I  got  and  that’s  what  I 
try  to  do.” 

“I’d  like  to  be  able  to  roll  into  town, 
any  town,  on  a  tour,  and  grab  100  people 
for  a  night  and  give  ‘em  something  to 
remember.” 

“And  what  does  that  take?” 

“The  machine  in  order.  Press. 
Booker.  All  that.  College  radio.  All  that 
biz.” 

Bartender  came  to  talk  to  us.  Two 
Tecates  with  lemon  and  salt.  The  bar 
owner’s  a  Latino  lady,  down  from 
Mexico.  Owned  the  place  for  fifteen 
years.  “The  neighborhood  used  to  be 
worse,  when  the  projects  were  here.  It’s 
not  as  bad.”  She  had  to  kick  ‘em  all  out, 
all  the  street  loonies.  “Now  business  has 
been  no  good  since  September  11th. 
Economy’s  bad.” 

It’s  hard  to  be  a  good  bar  in  a  rough 
neighborhood.  It’s  hard  to  be  a  working 
band  in  San  Francisco.  “When  I  was  21  I 
was  LET’S  GO!  Let’s  get  in  the  fucking 
van  and  go  to  the  next  gig.  Arel  we  moved 
out  to  San  Francisco  to  make  it.  Make  it 
from  Ohio.  But  I  don’t  think  San 
Francisco’s  that  kind  of  city  anymore. 

I  don’t  know  if  bands  come  here  to 
make  it  anymore.  Or  if  it  ever  even  was,  I 
don’t  know.  Who  the  hell  has  made  it 
from  this  town?  Who’s  broken  through  to 
major  commercial  success?  Train?  3rd 
Eye  Blind?  Who  in  San  Francisco  ever 
saw  them?  It  might  take  a  nod  to  get  us 
out  on  the  road,  make  sure  there’s  a  buzz 
there.  We’re  a  little  more  strategic  row. 
We’ll  see  how  this  latest  release  does. 
We’ll  see  how  tlte  label  does.  I  like  the 
label;  they’re  on  the  east  coast.” 

The  cholos  pass  by  outside  and  the 
people  on  the  inside  play  pool,  strike  up 
the  jukebox  and  watch  TV  Another  cou¬ 
ple  Tecates  w  ith  lemons.  “This  was  the 
most  band-oriented  album.  Bemie  Jungle 
has  a  few  of  his  originals  and  the  singing 
trades  off.  The  release  won’t  be  till 
February,  so  we’ll  see  what  happened.  But 
we  got  sometliing  at  Covered  Wagon 
December  22nd,  Saturday  night  with 
Bitesize  and  Pep  Squad.” 


*  *  *  *  *  * 


Recycle  Your  Christmas  Tree 


Pul  your  tree  at  the  curb  by  6:00  a.m. 
on  your  regular  recycling  day 
during  the  week  of  January  7-11,  2002. 


For  Apartments  and  businesses: 

Put  trees  out  on  our  regular 

recycling  day  during 

the  week  of  January  7-11, 2002. 


Downtown  businesses,  call 
Golden  Gate  Disposal  for 
A  pick  up  at  45 1  -626-4000. 

Please: 

No  Flocked  Trees! 

Remove  metal  or  plastic  base!  (Wood  base  okay) 
Remove  all  tinsel  and  other  decorations! 
No  trees  in  plastic  bags! 


SF  Environment 

Department  of  Environment 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
www.sfenviomment.com 
554-RECYcle 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-it-Yoursel  1" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Sendee 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Sendce/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 
•Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/DoorsA'andalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Dgisr  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &Axle  Sendee 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 

Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


f Slat*  of  Calif omi»V 

LICENSED 


SMO^f 

CH^cK 


INSPECTION  4 
^REPAIR  STATION, 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


$ 
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since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  ISth  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

'($42.50  VALUE) 
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Custom  Framing 
&  Do-It-Yourself 

for  PRICES 


Y00  CAN'T  BEAT! 


Many  frames  fa  cheese  from! 

STILL  THE  BEST 

nUMNGNSMI  FRANCISCO 


(415)  826-2321 
934  Valencia  @  20th  St. 

Frames@back2picture.com  •  www.back2picture.com 


"(0:ur  Traditional  Mexican  Food 

is  the  in  the  J&a</  ^rea” 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998, 1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  7  Oam  to  7  Opm 


3071  1  6th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


